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12... - The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. - . . ._ 
thatfeeing Tam neither able,nor worthy,toreturn 
to your own perſon one fora Million, yetin pub- 
licke token of my entire affetion , and effectuall 
ſeruice'to your Maieſtie,] humblic beſeech you to 
accept my careand goodwill towards all your Ma- 
teſties SubieRs, which areyourchildern, and the 
Church of your Kingdome : Whoſe conſciences 
 afterI had indeuoured many yeares fince to ſettle, 
| —hlar<."age by ſhewingthem the true Tranquilitie of the minde, 

Nextof all layd before them, in many largeand 
Conemen aces, Earned Common places , the molt ſoundeand pure 
Exhorrationee doctrine of faluation . After that Exhorted them by 
che Subjects, all meanes, to an inuincible courage againſtthe 
| inuaſion of our enemies. And then put them in - 
Th SecontSaid minde ofthe Second warning that Chriſt hath ſoun- 
yay ded vnto Iudgement:Now laſtly I ſeekto Reconcile 
' all yourCleargie, and paſtors of this Church,to 
aperfect vniticin gouernement, and to perſwade 
your people to geue care to noother voyces then 
our Mateſty,and lawes ofthe Church haue com- 
maunded : Whereby the conſciences of all men 
being ſatiſied, Their opinions in matters of faith 
ſetled, The Realme bytheir valiant courage defen- 
ded, The ipcedy comming of Chriſt expected, 
And the Church inall externall matters quieted, 
God may beſincerely worſhipped, your Maieſtic 
truely ſerued,8& your godlic Lawes obeyed : That 
as before your people haue , by the mightie power 

of God,in the hande of your Maieſtie,beena Lan- 
terne vntoall Nations in theglory of their actes, 
and inthe tructh of their Religion : So hereafter 
. WE 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. es 
wce may betotheman exmple of our obedience, 
anda ſpectacle in our conuerfation . Which thing 
ſoI might effect, or but any way further, tothe 
quietnes of your Maieſtie,6: peace ofthe Church, 
my ſelfe would _— be counted the moſt ab- 

tect 8& caſt-away of this world : As your Ma- 
teſtie is knowen to be the moſt grati- 
ous and bleſſed prince that 


euer liued. 


Tour Maiefties moſt humble Subief?, 
and faithfull Sernant, 


Anthonie Marten.. 
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The Preface co the Reader. 


ER rc not (my decrefrends 
lf 1 ſeeme by the tytle of this 
la | 57 preatiſe, to prom 4s Recon- 
RT El ciliation of all the Paitors 
— EAN: ro of this Realme, © 
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examination of any queſtions,or opening of 4ny formey 
fines heb trams in reſped? of i = 
ahe common aduerſaries ſake, to bane conered (ſo y | 
bly might) the offences of our brathrens And fs 0 
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PEE ThePrefacetothe Reader 
not beſt fo repeate 5 ininrits, and to remember ould unkind- 
_neſſe. Alſo, when 1 had at the firſt, but only ſcene and | ſuper- 
fiexally read the manyfo a of the Scripture, andthe 
venltitude rakes; ch the other part a  alleagedfor 
-themfelues, T ſuppoſed that their complain bin « 
rg deale more 10 be pitied, and that the ſame had bis 
on more certaine and aſſured grounds. But af- 
fer 1 had thoroughly looked into the controwerfies, dilli- 
gently examined «ll vheir places of (cripture, and weigh 
with tadgement #lltheir reaf therom, I fan 
” | ſelfe ang by all maner of necefcity, eyther to leaue 
enterpriſe,or vnfauld the queſtions: T he one of which, 
Iwas bbs do,for the os rs ne. Andrhe 


' other 1 feared, for _ of moy felfe: rt in the 
end, the wins Theare 99 kink, whey 
by Tearmefly her i imong the Paſtors,and . 


bart ce hy eh hows all thep Re. 
—_ * 4nd Md beret that all 


foffictenthy handled 
WORE © rajeney" 6 2 yea: vive, 1 
then altered my Efperde and mingled my perſwaſione 


pall are wrnents a 
= ſono thrteey 
ning thoſe things, are ( =" 423-0 vga 
from: of the truth, can ns 
eo ie random charge. Wherefore h4 
ehcp fet downe all thingian u mianer in: 


plejmeft and eg fort tht Leould deviſe ſo 


| F oem tothe Reader. 
ſmall volume of ittle charge, exery one m—_ 
re once diſcerne(as it were with wcpiabeſy hel 
ruth of the cauſe. Euen 4s in a ſmall peece of paper, the 
whole forme of the world may ſooner and eaſier, and with 
one caſt of the eye,be ſpied then in a haze and large FAM 
tion thereof, wherevnto the eye muſt often, ana with ſome 
payne be carryed. And the greater neceſsity enforceth me 
herevnto, becauſe the ſimpler ſort are many times violent- 
by and ſuddenly carryed by their teachers, only with the 
name of Scriptures, and ſome fewe examples therein, that 
may ſeeme to haue relation to the gonernment by Elders. 
Another time, they are lead with a number of humane 
reaſons and areuments, which their Paſtors hane deuiſed, 
for the Nreoondnine of that gonernment. 4 
' Againe they haue bin taught, that the kingdome of 
Chriſt cannot be ruled, or his Church rightly gonerned, 
wvnleſſe it be done by thoſe fewe examples _ Scripture 
which thoſe Paſtors hane alleaged. Alſo they haue bin in- 
firutted, that the Scriptares hawe commanded that kind 
of gonernment, 10 be continued in the Charch perpetually 
#n all places for ener, and that it hath made mention of no 
ther gonernment beſides : But the contrary of all theſe 
things will heere mo xx 0p effettually appeere. . .. 
 * Wherefare as I hane vſed my Exhortations ſpecially for 
reconciling of the Paſtors, ſo haue Iwritten all my anſwers 
and explanations generally for all the ſubjetts. T hat they. 
may ow hencefoorth knowe, what t ings the yr KA 
hath left free in the Goſpell, unto Churches and Chriſtian 
Magiſtrates, to order and decree within the precintt of 
their owne gouernments, and what the Paſtors and people 
GT) 42 | 
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. - ThePreface totheReader. 
therin are bound to obey as ſabie(ts. "ITE 

I commend the ztale of the people in ſome places, ta 
heare their Paſtors, but I would to God that they would 
ſuffer alſo their 2eate to be ioyned with ſome knowledge: 
T hat they had alſo the vnderſtanding to diſcerne truly of 
ſpirits. That they would not ſo wholy additt themſelues to 
all manner of dottrine, which one man interpreteth to 
them out of the Scriptures, but that thty would alſo giut 
eare tothe holy Oracles, which other godly men proneunce 
ext 'of the ſame ſcripture. All the chiefe plates that: con- 
cerne Eccleſiaſtical gouernment, arc few and eaſie, and 
may be cxamined of euery particuler fg on that can but 
reade, or meancly radefland And theſe places hane 1 al- 
ready explaned & declared in thi booke. More then thoſe, 
are none worthy the PRI that purpoſe. Reade the 
places (beloued in Chrift) marke them, compare one place 
with an other ,and conferre them with the opinions of ſomt 
of your Paſtors concerning Elderſhips, and with the opint- 
ons of the preſent gouernment as touching Byſhops : and ye 
Jhall fee whether the moſt of thoſe places do not more cer- 
tainly concurrewith vs ; and whether this gouernment by 
Dyſiops be not a great deale more frequent and vreedin 

he Scriptares, then that of the other. Whether this hae 

not the generall example and prattiſe of the Apoſtles, to 
warrant the ſame, more then the other : Whether all the. 

e and Primitine Churches did not uſe the ſame more 
then the other. Nay, whether the cuſtome of all the Chuy- 
ches wninerſally ener ſince the time of Chriſt, hane not re- 
ceyued the ſame, and not the other ; and whether the ſame 
do not in all reſpetts agree more fitly with our flate and 


| ___ ThePreface tothieReader. | 
kinedome, then the other: and therwith conſiller alſo 1hat 
this hath lawfull authority from the Maziſtrate,and [awes 
pf the Realme added thereunto, and ſo bath not the other. 
Tf all thcſe profes will not ſerue,nothing will ſerut nothing 
will perſwade, nothing will bc credited. Neyther can there 
be euer any more ſayd or alleaged againſt this gouernment; 
then hath alr bin : andthe more it s ſtrinen 4 ainſt; 
the ftronger it waxeth, and the more it weakneth their 
fide that condemmeth it: And the greater thoſe be that fob 
to undermine the foundation therof, the more they 
in vaine to onerthrow it; and the ſooner God onerthroweth 
them. Whereby the truth and ſoundneſſe shereof the more 
mani ff appeareth. _ | 
Wherefore #s s high time to Raue this contronerſie,and 
#0 content our ſelues with that gonernment that we hane; 
and nat exery day to ſeckenew alterations of ſlates and go- 
wernments, and be neucr content-with any : 4s though we 
were now 4gaine to beginanewworld, when the _ of the 
ſame doth euery day gape for the repentance of our ſinnes, 
and amendment of our lines, leaſt wc be ſuddenly caught 
away before we be aware. won CE 
 Neyther will 1 anywhere excuſt the ungodly or oniuſt 
behauior of anyEccleſiaſticall perſons, or of any other that 
belang-to the preſent gonernment,ſo far forth as they be of 
fenders, & follow not the rules of God and the godly lawes 
preſcribed them, leaſt by ſecking to couer the eof ? 


our father, we bring more ſlander and diſcredit 10 our mms fix. 
ther. But I wiſh of God with all mpfonk Shs all blemiſhes omg 


may be taken from precious Tewelk ; and that where Pa. 
ftors. and gaxernors of the Church be infefted ory 
3 63 yable. 
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rghle crywes, they may ſpedely be remoned by godly Magh 
Fan fo the wa te EI SAS 
» 1f Thaucſo ordered my anſweres herein, as I may ſeeme 
eftentimes to haue ſpoken one & the ſame thing, that muſt 
not be imputed to my fault, but to them that haue mat ſo 
. many things of one: For all theſe matters of contronerſie 
might be gathered welneareinto one head, And they ſo dee 
pende one wpon anather,as he that anſwereth well unto 4 
 feme,anſwereth truely unto all . The ſame places that are 

alledged or obietied Fd them for one opinion, arealledged 


and obiefted in a manner for all : And the ſame anſweres 
bkewiſe that ſerue for one thing, doe ſerue in a manner for 
all: as by paſsing through euery particular matter herein, 
exery one ſhall eu;dently perceiue'. But yet by this meanes, 
all men ſhall the eaſicr and ſooner eſpy, Wherein the con. 
trouerſy flandeth ywherin we differ, Whether their gonern- 
att or ours be nerer unto the word, Which of the was moſi 


wſca in the Apoſtles ttme, and ener ſince, whether is mee- 
teſt, and more neceſ[arie and. agrecable far our Common- 
weale.FVhat the ſcripture alloweth in all Eccleſiafticall 

nernments, what it forbiddeth,what it exemplifieth, what 
it comandath , & what it leaueth indifferent: Whether the - 
coplaint againſt our gouernment be inſt, whether any thing 
be amiſſe therein : If any be where, & in whom the faults. 
remaine . And whatſoeuer els # neceſſarie to'be knowen 
herein, will by this meanes be the more cleerely andplainty. 
Flag when 1 yrb ——_ fins v3e the refs | 
there came to my ſight newly pubhſbed,g latin pooke,of the 
degrees of. iniers, no leſſe learnedly then gravely writ- 
| | , 
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HM TePrlieton Reis _ 
arauia,, « 'Strieuzer of the lowr' C 
Whichaſtin Thad 4, mo Pretirecy cher 
agreed mth that which 1hadfet downe for Eccleſtafticall 
rament, T inſerted and mingled towards the Tater end 
= few of his Colleftions with my owne > afivell for 1has 
he fruits of his latin labors might the better appetre, as 
becinſ Ithought good to continue, as it were by _ 
4 remembrance of all things that I had before ſpoken : ho- 
pine that it would be the more Low ox bor ne wer in the 
minds of all. That from hencefoort may remayne 
no more ſcruple of ei rouching the fates of. Feria. 


ſticall gonernment within this kingdome, bat euery one to 
= 's wry that if ren left unto all his Char- 


ches and chrifh ian Magiſtrates, for the ordering of thoſe 
outward things,and1t ence that they ria $A yeeld 
onto thoſe lnerihe fied made for the ſame. And thus, if 
all the Paſtors for their part, x reconcile themſelues 10 
the Charth, and insploy their whole lebours in do@rine 
the ſoule, of miniſtration the Sacraments: Which ist 
only co that Chrift bound them wnto,when he de- 
parted ffs hence, _ the outward policy of the Church 
io them that haue the ſame geuen them by inſt authority. 
And then ceaſſe to feege the people any more with new and 
ftrange things, wherby their ywinds ſhall no more wander 
heere and there, in all the uncertenty of the world, andin 
the endto miſtke both of gonernment and gouernors, and 


whatſoexer elſe God hath or or their good. 
And iy F/ dw mill alfo bear- 
ken to that holeſome doitrine , thas ſhall be ther 


' for thee their oules , without deſiring to be in. 
for the edifying of their ſo firing par 
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——|Wbhich of late ions 
JZD) ..I%\foz. the duetie J beare to 
ISIS [ber Paieltie, and the love 
Z2X2S YIlof my Countrie,to deſcribe 
SAN —_ 4oonarcs werein 


p2ofeſſed IE 634 | 
red with vnfained zeale to pzint in the heartes of all 20d 
« Subiecs, ſo earneſt a deſire of defendingtheir nafurall- 
Countrey, and ſo high a courage of ſuppzeſſing the ene- 
mies fury: as J hoped that ( at the leaſt wiſe during the 
time of ſo great andimminent perils, ) all pzinate quars 
rels would be layd apart,al factions,and affected humo2s 
would be fo2goften,al contentions,and diſcontentments 
about religion andceremonies would be abidoned; Bat 
eſpecially, that all mallice foz matters. of nomoment, 
and all Pennes of contention, would vaniſh, and! be bt- 
terly remoued. 
Yowbeit, the fubbozne and peraerle nature ef 
5 


A Reconciliation of all 
thaf enermoze fauoureth bis owne waies, and feareth 
the Lozde no longer than bee ſhaketh his ſwo2de as 
gainft him , hadno ſooner ſpied the enemies by the migh- 
tie hand of Got repulſed, but he began againe to tune the 
olve Syzene ſong , and the fire which was thought to be 
btterly quenched , began moze violently to be kindled. 
Wherefoze J thought yet moze effectuallp,to dzawe the 
mindes of men to a continuall regard of their owne due- 
fies, and fo a carefull watch of their owne ſoules, from 
an ouercurious ſearch ofthe outward policie and goue2ns 
ment of the Church , committed by God, not vnto them, 
but vnto others, by ſhewing them of the ſecond warning 
thaf Chzilt bath alredy ſounded bnto iudgement . The 
very which time app2oaching ſo neere,ifhe find vs moze 
enclined to confuſion and diſco2zd among our ſelues, than 
vnto thoſe things that ſhould be foz the peace and ſaluati- 
on ofour ſoules , he will bzing a ſodain and fearfall de- 
Uruction vpon vs. | 
But D wzetchedand miſerable men , that ſo deadly 
ould be the le&epe of our ſecuritie, ſo þard and ſfony our 
bearts, ſo carelefſe of all things fo2 our comfozt , ſo foz- 
getfull ofholeſome warnings and admonitions:that neti- 
ther the danger of our own bodily death,no2 the manifeſt 
and marueilous deliverance of vs, our Soueraigne, our 
Religion, andthe whole kingdome , noz the continuall 
feare of being ſwallowed-vp ofour enemies , noz yet the 
p:elenterpectafion of Ch2ift vnto iudgement , no2 like, 
no2 death, no2 heauen, no2 hell, noz things p2cſent , noz 
things fo come , might once reclaime vs from the vaine 
conceife of our owne opinions. | 
. Whereis now the bope of ſaluafion? where is the 
faithfull expectation of Gods p2omiſes:whereis the tre- 
bling at his iudgements? where is the tmple and plaine 
pofeſſion of the Goſpell? where is the earneſt zeale _ 
| d, 


"7. 106 Cleargic ofEngland. | 2 
God-and the care of multiplying ſoutes vnko Chzitk 7 Jf 
the true vnderſtanding of his wozd be hid, it is hidden 
from them whoſe minds the Govofthis wozld hath blin- 
ded,thatthey ſhoald not ſee the cleare light ofthe trueth.J 
©pzay God that Paul be not afraide of vs,as he was of the 


Corinthians , leſfthe Serpent by biscraft haue ſeduced :.Cor.4; 


vs as he did our Crandmother Eue , and hane ſo co2 zrup- 


ted our ſences,that we fall from the ſimplicitie that is in z.Cor.::. 


Chzilt;by diutding his body , and by rayſing bp of ſuch 
tumults,and ſects, and ſciſmes inthe church and Com- 
njonweale , as fend neither fo the repairing of Chziltes 
body,no2 edificationof ſonles,bnt to the ruine and deſfrt- 
ion of both. 

That we may now therefo:e atopde the grienons 
and intollerable diſpleaſure of almightie God,the dange- 
rous enents that come by this diſcozd, both fo the particu- 

lar perſons of many, butelpecially-fo this whole kings 

dome,Commonweale, and frue religion.Lef vs (&ke by 
all meanes poſſible fo vnite and recicile the mindes of all 
the Paſto2s and Piniſters, and generally of all thaf 
bane any Eccleſtaſkicall functions in the Church,fogether 
with other members in the ſame . That ſince there is 
but one God,one Lozd,one Church, onefaith, one bap- 
tiſme,and one true Religion in Chziff, we may be all of 
one minde in a houſe, and ſpeaking one « the ſame thing, 
we may labour by all meanes,to kepe the vnitie of the 
ſpirite in the bond of peace, 

And that this may the eaſter come fo paſſe, J ptrpoſe 
by the help of God, to endeuour with all my fozce, to - 
ſpend all my falent,and to labour with all my diligence, 
duetie , good will and ſernice,to top the fury of ſogreat a 
flame, ſomaliciouſly enraged, and tempeſtuouſſy diſcoue- 
red by the enemie of mankind ,in ſo'deſperate & caſe,at ſo 
vnſeaſonable a time,againlt lo IE a Church,by fo 

2 2 ſub+ 


3. Tim. 6, 


AReconciliationof all 
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dome,defacing of ſincere Religion, andfo the diſhono- 
rig of all thoſe that hane laboured to buitd vp the walla: 
of Jeruſalem . Foz after that Sathan had by all open, 
andfozrain,and furious meanes, infinitly,and as it were 
at one inftant;aCaypled the church of God: and had on ee: 
uery ſide taken moſt ſhameful repulſe, be fled then to the: 
vttermoſt, but yet oldeſt refuge: that by a moſt wily and 
craftyineanes,vnder thecloke of a plaine and inuincible 
ftuethofthe Scriptures, be might ſet thoſe againſt them 
ſelues.fhat being vnited fogether-hadvanguiſhed him in 
ſo-many battailes: and therby,either to cauſe the church 
of Ch2ilt vtterly to be reieced, oz vnfaithfully to be cons. 
temned. And that while the people of God ſhould thus. 
with ſciſmes, and factions, and ſectes be deuided, at the 
leaſtwile,the ruine and deſtruction ofmany ſoules ſhould 
ſuddenly be p;epared, the vnſpeakeable glozy ofreligion 
obſcured, andthe ſpeedy comming of Chaiſt molt danges 
rouſly neglected. 

But alas fo2 the diCention of our bzeth2en , andthat 
Þ lecrets of Jfrael ould be diſconered fo the enemies of 
the Goſpell: that the nameof Chzilt,that the Golpell it 
ſeife,that true religion , that the whole people and king- 
dome ſhould ſafer ſhame and rebuke of heretikes,of An, 
kichziftians,of common enemies and mere idolafters , foz 
matters of ſo ſmall impoztance: foz the manner,not foz þ 
matter of gouernment : fo2 the naines and titles of offt/ 
ces,not fo much fo; the offices and dignities themſelues: 
foz erferne policy,not fo2 faith and diyinifie:and foz thoſe 
things which many times; in ſome reſpects, may differ 
afmuch as þ cofitries differ in nafure and cuſtome, ſo the 
rulesef faith be kept,andthat þ ſame tend to edification e 
comelines, Finally,about vaine diſputation and ffrife of 
wozds, which alfogether-bz@d-enuy 4 rayling,but _ 

we _ 


the + Cleingh of oglibd 
make peace ereconciliation, But where is the hg \ 
duety 4 charitie,that ſhould become the bzetheren of ſuch . - 
afather, þchildzen of ſuch a mother, andthe members of - 
ſach a body? Yad we vtterly ſtopt the mouthes ofallour : 
aduerſaries? Yad we cleane put to ſilence the ſting of 
their tongues, and poyſon of their pennes, that we had 
lepſure to contend againſt ogr ſelues ? Were there no 
moe Popiſh Dottozs to reſilt vs? Did the @eminarie 
Paieſtes and Jeſuites ceaſe fomoleft vs ? Was there (0 
ample andenident victozteobteyned , as we might ſette 
wide open the gates of Ianus,and glozyfoz the peace and 
franquilitie of yſrael 2 Puſt we needes make ſuch wars, 
as the conqueſt on euery ſide would be loſſe and diſho- 
noz, as vncertaine fruunph wouldturne to open ſhame, 
expected benefite to vnſpeakeable diſcredife, and certaing 
victozie to hozrible mileric? | 
ut yee(my bzethzenin the Lo2d)y& Jmean,which 
bane ſo earneff a defire to refozme the pzeſent gouern- 
ment and diſcipline of this Church, by ſuch rules and ex- 
amples as y& ſuppoſe to bee deſcribed inthe wozd;:Genue 
me leaue by your patience,in all louing friendſhippe and 
god will to expoſtulate ſome things of you: oz rather fo 
canferre a little with you in diners ſpeciall matfers, 
which concerne not onely your owne benefit and credite, 
but the whole Churches ſafetie and pzeferment . Not 
meaning by any contention of wozds to firre vp your 
patient minds to w2ath and biffernes: Foz J wilh enen 
as much god vnto you, as vatomine owne ſoule, And AJ 
would to: God J were indued with ſach. wiſdome and 
vnderffanding from aboue,that my wozdes might bs ac- 
ceptable in your fight : Dz thaf Jhad the tongue of men 
and Angels,to moue you to thoſe things which ſhould be 
foz your owne god, and fo; the peace andquietnes of the 
Church, withaut ns 7 tad iba 
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is patf . But alack,how ſhould I perſwade yon foleaue 
pour ſundzie opinions, vnleſſe J deſcribe befoze your eies 
the certaintie of your erro2s? And yet would J not wil- 
lingly in ſo plain and manifeſt a cauſe fry theright, by 
arguments of Logick, which b:z&d nothing els in diut- 
nitie, but endleſſe and botleſſe diſputations. Dnely A 
would in ſome eaſie and bziefe manner anſwere ſome 
fewe of your chiefeſf reaſons,that thoſe being diſculſed, 
and the miſte thaf lay betwene your eyes and our go- 
uernment vaniſhed, ye might plainly difcerne with how 
ſafe conſcience you may exerciſe your calling with vs, 
and be wholy reconciled againe fo the Church. 

And God is my reco2d-J waite vnto you all in ſingle- 
neſſeofheart, reuerencing (ome of you as learned Di- 
uines, honouring other ſome as able teachers, andlos 
uing all the reſt of you as Chaiſtian bzothers . AndA 


 Knowthat ye haue a ſingular zeals fobuilde vp p walles 


2.Cor.3, 


of Jeruſalem: yea and your zeale is topned with no ſma(l 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and monuments of our 
fozefathers, And J would fo God ye were as well affecs 
fed vnfo vnitie in gonernment # obedience vnfo gouer- 
ners. Yowbeit ye are not yet lead vnto that fulnes of the 
ſpirite , whereby ye might diſcerne the difference of all 
things that belong fo ſauing health , fromother thinges 
that are buf accidents ofthe ſame: and wherby ye ſhould 
know the freedome of the Goſpell,and the glozious libers 
fie of the fonnes of God. 

Pee ſee the bloudy beaff of Rome dayly thzeafening 
and fo2zmenting the Church of God: and ye furne all 
your fozce from thence againftf the walles and foztes of 
pour owne Citie. Wherefoze , the reſolution that ye& 
bolde concerning pour owne opinions, andthe ſeparati- 
on that you hane- made from your bzethzen  pittieth me 
greatly foz your owne cauſe , greeneth me moze _—_ 

c 


the Cleargie ofEagland. LE 
flock of Chzilt, and lamenteth me exceedingly foz the ip 
that the aduerſaries conceaue by the ſame, | 

Now therefoze, ſince the Chziſtian wozld,and all the | 
godly pzofeſſ02s of the Golpell,are by this meanes hindes 
red, and ſuffer ſharply foz ſo ſinall occafions 2: Jn ſich 
ſozt,as ſome godly haue bene amaſed thereat , the wa- 
nering fall away, the wozſer war obſkinafe , and the A- 
theiſtes and Jufidels ſcozne and contemne the Golpell, 
Ix Jpurpoſe in this ſmall Treatiſe to ſhew the pzinci- 
pall things that gene offence. 

2 Secondly, J wil examine the chisfe matters in que- 
ffion: and therein ,.in how many points they and we dos 
concurre, wherein we differ,and wherein the queſtionis 

nedleſſe. | 
- 3 Thirdly, J wil weigh the moſt and chiefeff reaſons 
Wherby the other part would confirme their p2incipall 
ACerttons, and wil (&@ how thoſe Scriptures which thep 
applie fo the ſame , dog concurre with their opinions: 
without ſanding vpon any fermes of Logick, becauſe J 
neuer (awe, but that ſuch kinde of pzouing and defen- 
ding rather increaſed the fire of contention, then bzed 
any hope of peace and reconciliation. 

4 Fourthly,J will ſhew that the gouernment of our 
Church,vnder the moderation and direaton of 15iſhops, 
isnerer vnto that which the Apoſtles effabliſhed , and 
which the pzimitiue Church after them pzactiſed, then 
this which they would haue by an cqualifie of Tlders: 
and that the ſame is moze meet and agreeable tothe ſfate 
ofour Commonweale, then any other Charchgouern- 
ment at this day whereſoeuer. 

5 Laſtly, I will declare that the Paſtozs diſcontent, 
may with ſafo conſcience line obediently vnder the p;ze- 
ſent gouernment, and exerciſe their functions accozding: 
tothe lame. Ando will exhozt all partes fo gy" 


A Reconciliation of all 
fon reconciliation, and to ſhunne all meanes of confen- 
on. 

' Neither doe J purpoſe here tocxcuſe the fiunes and 
inttrmitiesofany p2fuate perſons,that have government 
in the Church; if they perfozme not ſincerely that which 
1, committed vnto them by God, andby the $ oueraigne, 
MBagiftrate,but will indeuour by al poſſible god meanes, 
to make peace and reconciliation, betweane thoſe tha, 
p2ofelfe one and the ſame religion. That now in ſo dan- 
gerous a fime,and in a wozld ſo malicioufly benf againlt 
vs, we ſhould not fo deſperatly p:oſfrate our ſhame , and. 
diſcouer our ſecretes to the enemies of the Goſpell ; Ef-. 
pecially, ſince we hane already receaned a thonſand bleſs. 
ſings in freedome of the Goſpell,and ſincere wozſhipping. 
of Th2ift, moze then we elther hoped , 62 by any meanes 
delerued. 

- Andnow Jcome bnto thoſe things that Xpurpoſed, 


and by reaſon whereof all the bzoyles and tumultes ars. 


ſp:ong vpin the church about diſcipline, and areſcafto-. 
redand ſpzeadoner all the Kealme, ' But as fouching. 
the offences of you,my bzethzen towards vs, ye muſt in. 
pour owns conſciences confeffe, how many wayes ye. 
bane been deceived. 1 Namely, in geuing the firſt ſound 
bnto ſchilme ediſcozd. 2 By milconftruing divers plas. 
cesof theScripture , otherwiſe then the Apoſtle meant- 
them, 02 the ſenſe of the places wit beare them . .3 By 
takingdiuers examples and'aces of the Apoſtles, foz. 
grofided lawes and commaundements, £ + ye wonld. 
hinde men inall Churches to follow , - chtn | 
bncouenient conrfe of your p; | » 
an vnſeaſonable time,tn a cauſe (ot 
rate tobe effeaed., -6- By hindering, | 
zarding the greateff matters offai hb iluation, foz 
obtepning a certaine ane the outward I, of 
iſct- 
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Diſcipline: and laftly, by © 2 lacked of parfakers 0 - 
fraight vnyon with your ſelues. UWherefoze ye ſhouls 
with humble and ſozrowfull harts repent, that ye þaue 
offended the Church and the ap eBay rg 
not yeelding to that gouernment which pines png 
red: fince after a graue and deliberate 
greement of all the learned Diuines, with conſent of 
every eſtate of the Kingdome, and after the poke-of An- 
tich2ift was ſhaken off, and all his falſe and faperſfitious 
wozthipping abandoned , ſuch a fozme waseſtabliſhed, 
as was then thought conſonant to the Scriptares, molt 
connenient (02 the time, agreable to the cinill pollicy of 
the Realme, and nof diſſonant from that which the firls 
ChziltianKingsreceiued; and ſuch, as was then to the 
| godliking of the moſt learned pofelſo2s of the Goſpell 
in Chzilteydome, And where befozs the happy comming 
- of her Paleltie to the Crowne, ye would haus bin'very 
ioyfull to hane recepued but the leaſt of all the bleCings 
. ofthe Golpell, and fr&dome of your conſcience , now 
bountifully powzed vpon you, without murmuring 2; 
reppning, loe, when all things were bzought to paſs» 
better then you deſired, and moze then yee expeced, ves 
within a while, againft all duty and obedience, aſwell by 
open actions, as publike wzightings, againſt the Church 
franquillity, flumbled and fell foz matters of no mo- 
ment : foz fourmes and faſhions, foz names and titles; \ | 
2o 


foz habits and circumftances, beating your heads about :. Tino. 
foliſh and vnlearned queſtions, which bzing no p2offif, 
but peruert the hearers, leauing the weightyeſt matters 
ofthe Law vndone, obedience, mercy, faith: eþaritie; Mat-13-23- 
andedifying of paze ſoules vnto (aluation; which ſhonid 
þaue bin your greateſt andqmod pzincipalicare:+chargs, 
Hereby (45 4; A > <p OW 0 
the firlt occaſton vnto diſcozd, Y 

Ie 
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Ak yes excuſe your ſelues heerin, by the example of 
the Apoltles, and that ye endenour noother thing, but 


©fo reduce the gonernment to the very ſame fozme and 


faſhion which they ved in the Churches which they £- 
reed. Firff J demaund what letters patents you had 
-mo2e then any other from God, 02 any ſupzeme Power, 
fop2ocure any alteration of Church gouernment where 
the ſame is already effabliſhed, ſeing it nothing at all 
concerneth the feaching and edifying of Soules, o2 the 


| doqrine of faith in Chziff, whereby we are ſaved, which 
is the chiefe and in a manner only commiſſion , that 


Chaiff gane tohis Apoſtles, and to thole which receiued 
commiſſion from them, when be departed from hence 
fo bys Father ; Goe (ſapth he) and teach all Nations, 
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Sonne, 
& the holy Ghoſt, and charge them to keepe all things 
thatTI haue commaunded you. Secondly I anſwere, 
that the Apoſtles p2eſcribed no cerfapne fozme of go- 
wuernment foz all times and places, but vſed ſuch as the 
neceſſity then, and the places where they came requi- 


red, themſelnues hauing the chicfe onerſight and gonern- 


'ment, till ſafficient perſons were ſpzong bp to receyts 
the ſame charge of them. Thirdly, ſince God hath not 
erp2eſſely commaunded any fozme,-as he commanded 
all other fhings which concerne- the health of Soules, 
we-mult be obedient fo that fozme, which lawfull An- 


© thozityhathpzeſcribed, Agayne, we mult make a dif 


ference betweene Churches newly planted, and without 
p2ofectionof any Chziltian Pagilkrate, and thoſe which 
by commanndement of the Bagifſtrafe, and conſent of 


a. 'whole Kingdome are: renewed and eſtabliſhed : vn- 


tege-ye-will runne backs fo'the perſecution of the f- 
poltles time; vnlelſe ye will fall backe to the nonage 
of chilvzen, when. Pilke was neceſſary fo2 yong babes 
F = hl um 
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ko be planted : when the Romans tþat pollelled the facs 
ofthe earth, would permit no P2ouinces to entertayns 
the Religion of Chzift : when the Apoſtles mult ſxke 
the caſyeſt and nereft way to ſpzead the Goſpell, be- 
cauſe the mightie rulers of the earth would gine noears 
bato them ; when no Kingdome, no Citte, no Congre- 
gation, no noz any perticuler perſon, but in danger of 
p2oſcription of life, lands, and gods, durſt openly p20s 
feſle the name of Chzilt : when the knowledge of Chzi- 
tian Dininifie was nof knowne to the wozld, but re- 
mayned ina fewe Apoltles and Diſciples of Chzift, and 
thoſe that were newly inſtructed by them ; when the 


knowledge how fo teach and gonerne (eſpecially in thole 


places where the Apoſtles continaed no long time,) 
Dos not yet(foz want offime)come to any ripenefſe and 
perfection : when in thoſe dayes, and in thoſe Churches, 
that kind of fozme, and no other, muſt of neceſſitie bs 
bled; thoſe kind of Dfficers muſt in that manner and 


noother,choſe and be choſen : in ſach wiſe, audno other, 


gauerne and be gouerned ; inthe ſeife-ſame,andnoother 
way teach and be taught, miniſter and be miniffred vio 
to ; when the diſpearſed bzethzen in n&de and neceſſis 
tie, could noother way bereliened, the people” by noo 
"thermeancs beleue o2 giue credit to the Goſpell : when 
the neceCitie both of the times when, and places where, 
andall the circumſtances belonging, compelled this, and 

no other fourme, 

Wut if ye allo obiec,that ye endenour no other courſs 
but ſuch as diners refo2med churches of other countreis 
bane entertained, euen the ſame fo:zme of gouernment, 
92 much like vnto it, which yerequire . Dome Churches 
indeed, and eſpecially thoſe of particular fownes e places 
{n Germany, oz ſome others Srhgq (8 Franges, — 
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elfwhere'b , thought that your fozme of 
a__ og phaies tldbe met Gen pet 


Iy opp dro the ſame 03 
ſach like was viev ſomewhere tt the' Apofttes time, at 
the fi:if platitingof Churches. And fo; that the likenefle 
oftimes and ſtates betwene the Congregations ther, 

and the Charches now; required noleffe in refozimingot 
religion af the laſf, then in planting ofthe ſame at the 
firſt. Yet hathnot enery ſuch Church agreed together in 


, that fozme,as ye may mozeat large fx inthe Bithop of 


eſterslate Admonition.Fo.55.Powbeit,if &cot- 


bp 17 a <7 
SO81144 / Aand , being anentire kingvome(althonghfarre inferioz 
H/ //'/' vnto Englandi in powor and maieftieof Tempozall go0- 


uernment, yet of moze4ikenes and equalitie to our State 
then any other whole refozmmed Ponarchie)hane by pub- 
lick conſent directed their Diſcipline , by the example of 
ſoine other ſinall refo2med churches, yet they hane taken 
the harder and moze dangerous courſe,and which{F fea 

tne) wil in time make the Pinifterie there. to be in ercee- 
ding confempt of th? that be great,and in authozitie. Ne- 
nertheleſſe, J am perſwaded that the great kingvom and 
Wonarchie of France, although it hane alrevp ſo many 
particular churches refozmed therein, (the government 
whereof not vnlike fo that which ye require)and that ths 
King himlelfe hath be&ne bzought vp from his youth in 
tbat fozme of diſcipline, per if it pleaſe God at this time 


foreftoze his frueth , andrefozme Religion by any pubs 


licke conſent within that whole kingdome; they ſhall be 
Dziuen fo come n&te bhfo our fozme of gouermnent , '0} 


els fo2 the greatnes of the kingvoine, and likenes of go- 


uernment with our Commonweate , their Church witl 
livein continual ſcifme, and the realme be either diuided 
o2 btterly confounded. And yet this J graunt, that at the 
firſt refozming of religion inthe tine of king a 
t 


*1 


; the fr if by conlene of all the States 'Parle 
_ the learned Dinines then lining 
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reyes 
this fo2me of gouernment which! weoaont by Et-/ 
derſhips,had bene as oder full confente-' 
Cabliſhed, as this which we now entop, briver the gty- 
dingand direction ao Bithops hte wh ſetted'e grotn-s 
ded here any reaſonable time without intermiſſion: It 
bad bene as great an offence committed by pziyat men, 
andnoleſſe ſchifme-b2ought_ into the Church , if by ny 
indirect meanes they would bane gone about co alter ths 
ſame from that fozme vnto any ofher , then itis now a 
plaine ſciſme of your part,to diſquiet this that is alredy, 
fo reduce it by ſach meanes vnfoany other whatfſoener, 
S0 indifferent a thing doe J hold the difference betweene 
enery Church gouernment , that direceth it ſelfe acco2-s 
ding to the generall rules which the wo2de of God hath 
or 19-2 due and lawfull authozitie added bnto 

2 Secondly, you hane offended both bs and pour 


. Celues by vnderſfanding certaine places of the @crip- 


fure, otherwiſe thanthe Apoſtles  Enangeliſts. meant 
them; andby applying them.to another etidthan the ſpt- 
rite taught them, and otherwiſe than the Fathers, newe 
o2 olde, expound them . . Which thing by your leaue,and 
ſoit might be no let fo your patient mindes from recon- 
ciling yourfelues with vs. J purpoſe, with Gods help,to 
declare, when J come tomy ſecond part,where'J meane 
toeramine fo matty of thoſe; textesas I lhallthencall to 
mind,ozas the pzelent occaſion ſhall offer, 

- . 3, Thirdly, ye bane taken divers aces an examples 


ofthe ApoFles « pzimitiue Charch,f92 grounded tawes 


and commandements: and hereby would enfo2ce vppon 
all andenery. Pariſh Charch ofthe Realme, a necefſitte 
vf al the circumſtances and FO of government, am 


x  AReconciliation dfalt 

the Apoftles appointed to the congreg#ids of their (mer - 
without putting difference betwene the bondage and af 
fiction of that time,and the pzofecion of the Ciuil power 
and libertie ofour time. 1By meanes whereof, the como 
mon lozte are either wonderfully ſeduced, oz by your 
ſtcange and many Poſitions and ACertions, amazed. 
And this pzocureth a (ciſme and diſcontentment in ths 


| Church, and ſcarce a quietnes and vnitie in the Com- 
. monweale, 


2Tim. 6.14. 


. WBut befoze J enfer any farther info this matter , Y 
mult ofneceſſitie vafold that place of Paul 1.Tim,6.1 4. 
I chargethee that thou keepe the commaundementes, 


» withourt reproach,and blameof life , Foz by this place 


ſpecially, ye would p2oouc that the examples of gonerns 


- ment which the Apoſtles ſhewed , and the ſame p2actiſs 


Which the pzimitiue Church vled, are commandements, 
andought to be followed and continued, in the ſame fo2un 
and faſhion,in all places and times fo2 euer-. Wherfo28 
I beſeche you, weigh with an vp2ight and charitable 


.minde, whether the bleſſed Apoſtle in any chapter of that 


Whole Epiftle, gane anyother commandement concers 
ning the pollicie and externe gouernment of the church; 
ſauing that he inffructed his diſciple Timothic, how bes 
Gould behaue himlelfe in his calling. what maner of do- 
rine heſhould teach , how diligent be ſhould be in reas 
ding,erboztation , and doctrine,till Pauls comming : then 
What charge he ſhould gene to them at Epheſus , concers 
ning religion. Againe,how wary he ſhould be in making 
choyle of Eccleſtaſticall officers : what manner of men 
Withops and Piniſters ſhould be: namely, luch as wers 
able to gouern both their owae families, and the Church 
of Chziſt.That they ought to be vnrep2zoueable,in word, 
in conuerſation, in dadrine , in charitic, in ſpirite, in 
faith,in chaſtitie,and in temperance. 

| | | And 
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_ © 'Andthe relt ofthe Epille he ſpendeth in charging 


of Tymothy, bow he ſhould behane him ſeife towardes 
other ſoztes of people inthe congregation ,namely to- 
wardes olde men, and ponige men,and women, and 9- 
thers,and what pzecepts be ſhoulde geus vnto them foz 
their behaniours, and whome they ſhoulde commend 
bnfo God by publicke pzayer;namely kinges 4 all ſozts 
of people. And finally charged him, to warne the bzes 
thern to fake hede,that the yarkened not to Juiſhe fables 
which concernedabſtynence from mariage,leeft to the lis 
berty of faythfull men, to be bſed with thankes gening. 
And in the end conc[udith: I charge thee before god, that 
thou kepe theſe commandements without reproche 
and blame of lyfe z And whatis there in all theſes com- 
madements , that we together with you doe not firmely 
houlo,as beſt become god Chiltians and frae pzofelſers 
of the goſpell; And what nede we here to ſeeke any knof 
in ariſhe, What one commandementis there here of any 
thing in queſtion betwene you and vs? Whereis any 
 thinge ſaide that enery church mult place his owne of- 
fycers and miniſters? ©2 that all/the ofycers of the 
churche muſt of neceſſify be o2dayned and examined by 
the company of an Elderſhip andnot by a biſhop alone? 
M; that enery congregation in a maner ought of neceſſi- 
ty tfobaue by it ſelfe a elderſhip coſiſting ofa paſfo;,dotoz 
'E deac6 atthe leaf; Dz that the 0zdayning ofchurch offy» 
cers, mult of neceſſity be done with the pzayers of ſuche 
an Elderſhip , D2 that a paſtoz , and docto2 , 02 any mis 
niſter of the wozde., mult of neceTity be diſfinguiſhed 
-onefrom an other, Dz that excommunication may not bs 
done byone, but by a company of Elders, D2 thath office 
of a deacon fo2 the pozse, if it wero at any time in the firlk 
age of the churche vſed of neceſſity fo gathering and dif- 
trybuting to the ſaynts, when there was no other ___ 


fo. p;ouive fo2 own; = - ION 
when the church is at-quietnes, and the purſe of the 
Whole common weale is open vntothem : D2 that no mis 
- niltermayhaue ſaperio; authozyty ouer an other Pi- 
nifter, D2 that the gouer nours of the church maye med- 
dle with nothing but with churche matters , ©2 that the 
Church muſteberuledonly by ſuche examples , as the 
Apoſtles ſet downe in the wozde:; and ſuche like: Dx 
that all theſe thinges,02 any of them , ſhould be as nece(- - 
ſarie fo all ages, fates,and tymes,vnder Chziſtian mo- 
narchies and gouernments,as it was foz that time when 
Paul wzofe this Epiſtle ? ye ſhall nener J ſaye finds 
any thinginany parte of this Epiltile : And therfoze the 
wozde Commandement jn this place, is not ment con- 
cerning any ſuche thinge. And this is alſo a fall anſwers 
dnto another ſpecial place in the ſame Epiſtle the ;-chap. 
Theſe things wz ite J vnto thee , that thou mayft knows 
howto _ thy lelfe inthe boule of the Lo2de ; which 
is bought by you ,as an authozitie almoſt foz enery Aſ- 
ſertion. Foz(Theſe things) are the ſame andno other the 
A bane here declared. Now ſince the ground of all that 
tsin controuerſie between you & vs, depedeth on this, ts 
Wit, whether þ wozd of God comaundeth ſuch a pzeſcript 
fozmnof gouerment e policy of the church, as muſt neuer 
be changed ,but continue one and the ſame in all ages, E 
{in all churches and Commonweales, and that y& haus 
no other ſpeciall place but this , to pzone that the ſcrip- 
tures doe (0. command. And thatit is manife@} by thaf 
which J hane declared,that this wozd of commandement 
bath no relation at all to thoſe-poynts of goverument 
which ye ſtand vppon : J ſhouldenot need to labour any 
furder herin, but only to (atiſfie ſome as touching cerfen 
other places , wherby you would pzoue the Apoſtles ex- 
amples of gonernment to be very apts "> 


"NeC! 


whith althongh/ they be of 'verp-/ſmall-{tipozkanicetobs 
anſwered, yetin a wo2d JF will deflare as manyof thei 


as ſhall come fo my remothbzants; Inthe r.Cori1 4. Tf;.cor.rs 37. 


a man thinke himſclfe tobe aProplietor SpitituaH; ler 
him knowe that thoſe thines which T wright vato you, 
are the Commaundements of theLord. Fn thefirft of 


the Aas : The former booke haue 1 made of alfthat Te- Atts. r.& 2, 


ſus began to do'and teach, till he was raken vp after he 
had geuen commatidementto the Apoſtles whome he 
had choſen. -3n Mathew 28. 20. Teach them to ob- 
ſerueall things that T have commandedyou. AQs 1 
verſ.4. As they went through the Cities, they delinered 
them the decrees for to keepe,which were ordeyned of 
the Apoſtles and Elders of Teruſalem. 

As fouching the th2& fozmer places, as in all the like 
alleagedby pou out of the new Teſtament, wherein, by 
the wo2d Commandetmnent, you would impoſe vpon vs 
your fozme of gouerttment; there is no ſuch thing meant 
thereby as you would gather thereof, neyther can Jfind 
that any of the W2ighters new o2zolde do ſo expound if, 
but rather do interpzet the ſame epther offaith and doc- 
krine,o2 of the pzecepts ofgodlylife,ozof the dafy of man 
towards God, oz towards Pagiltrates, oz of one man 
towarvs an other, v2 ſome ſuch like, as who ſbener will 
but with the leaſt diligence conſider the places, ſhall moſt 


- plapnoly percepie, Andfoz the latter place A&s.16. By 


Decrecs,:ars meant thoſe things ' which the Apoſtles 
wheote'vntothe bzethzen among the Gentiles, that thep 
 Hhoutwabltopnefromehings offered bnto Jvolls, from 
blow; fromfrangled; and from fo2nication, as befoze in 


Ry ER 4 


6: Marth. 28. 
16. 4. 


the4 57'Tbap. itismanyfeft. Ambroſe wzighting vpon ar. in 


the fozmer place tothe Corinth: The Apoſtle (ſapth he) :.Cor. 


thus fpeakingirenmembredthe falſe Prophets (of whom 
the Corinthians were'depraned) who to pleaſe men, 
| D | raughr 
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raught them earthly things, notheauenly; and there- 
forc hetold them that he taught them heere no doc- 
rrineof hisowne, butſuch as was commaunded by the 
Lord. That place of Mathew : Teach them to obſerue 
all chat I haue commaunded you, it 1s a verygeneralt 
ſpeach. Hicrome vpon the ſame place: He commanded 
his Apoſtles ((apth be) firſt to teach all Nations, then to 
Baptize them with the Sacrament of Faith, and then af- 
ter Faith and Baptiſme,to commaund thoſe things that 
wereto beobſerued. And leaſt we ſhould thinke, that 
thoſe things which -he commaunded are but eaſy, he 
added, Allthings whatſocuer I haue commaunded you. 
35ut what ſhould J do with many Authozities in amaf- 
fer nedleſſe, fo2 ſo farre as J can perceyue , yeſhall ne- 
ver finde in all the new Teſtament any lawes o2 com- 
maundements of gouernment ofthe Church, eſpecially 
concerning the fozme thereof, ſet downe as a thing cer- 
tayne fo continue fill in all places of Ch2ziſfendome a- 
like, as was pzeſcribed to the Jewes. Foz the holy 
Ghoſt knew, and therein taught the Apoſtles, that the 
Church of Chailf ſhould wander vp and downe inthe 
wozld by the ſpaceof 3 3o. yeares, without taking rote 
in any Kingdome, That it ſhouldaf the leaſtwiſe, one 
time oz other fouch in enery nation and countrie of the 
wozld. All which differing lo much in natureandp2oper- 
fie, would nenuer all like and indure one and the ſame 
fozme and faſhion of gouernment. And beſides, where 
the Church was in one age moſt beawtifull, it would in 
an other age be moſt obſcured, Where it was ſomefime 
no Church at all, at another time it ſhouldbe moſt lou- = 
riſhing and frequented, That it ſhould-often and long 

be vnder perſecution and affliction. That one while it 
GHauld be hatedof all Kings, Pzinces, and people, and 
at anather time Kings ſhould be her ag 
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and Nnenes her nurſing mothers. Beſides this, ſoms 
popoztion mult be kept betwene the Churches, and 
their Common-weales. Jf the Common-weale be but 
one Citie, the Church of the ſame cant not baue by ade- 
cent and comely o2der,the ſame gouernment that a great 
and mightye Kingdome hath. Neyther can it be comely 
and decent foz that Common-weale, which hath ma- 
ny great eſtates that gouerne vnder the King 02 chiefe 
Pagiftrate, to haue the Gouernours of the Church to be 
ofno countenance noz credit among men, And therefo:e 
to appoint lo certaine and tric a fozme of gouerning the 
Church, in ſo great an vncertaynty of the ſame , and 
Which might agre& at all times withall nations, and 
with all places , was farre from the meaning of Chzilt . 
and his Apoſtles. But the chiefe ſcope and marke which 
they ſhot at was, That the Golpell ſhould be pzeached 
bnfo all Nations. That remiſſionof ſinnes in Chzilt 
ſhould be taught, That men ſhould turne from thepz 
wickedand Jdolatrous life, That they ſhould be taught 
pure and ſincere doctrine. That they ſhould learne the 
true vſe of the Sacraments, hat the end of the Lawis 
charity, p2occeding from a pure conſcience, andfaith vn- 
fayned. That the Thurch ſhould be ſo well, decently,and 
©2derly gouerned in euery particular place, as peace and 
vnity might be kepf, and ſciſme and diſcozd abandonned. 
And fo2 theerecution of all theſe things, the beſt learned 
and molt godly teachers, miniſters, and gouernours,fs 
be choſen from among the pcople, Without any mea- 
ning, that they ſhould on this oz that manner be choſen: 
by this 02 that number be gonerned: hane pzecizely this 
02 that o2 no other gouernment beſides ; be called by this 
62 that and noather name elſe; o2.to hane ſuch a kind of 
liuing 02 renenue of this o2 that valae : o2 to haus,. 02 
not fo have, this 02 that 0 payer, 02 fo 
baue 
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hone no liberty to change at any tyme. any w thing that: 
is not agaynlt the commanndement of God, This J lap 
was farre from the ſcope of the holy Ghoſt , TWhbere- 
foze very p2udently ſayd that reuerend Father, Docfoz 
Whitegifr, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, We ruſt follow 
ſuch cuſtomes of the Apoflles, as they-did to the intent 
that we ſhould follow them : but ſuch as were either 
particularto them ſelues, or conuenient onely for ſuch 
times as they werein, weare nof compelled to followe. 
CUhich thing we ſhall the better perceine,if we conſider 
. that 'neitber ©. Luke in the Aces,noz ©, Paulin his C- 
piſtles,noz any other Apoſtle oz Enangelift, hane ſette 
downe any thing of ſet purpoſe, to ſhew any fo2zme of go- 
uernment fo continue of neceſſitie fo2 ener. 

Which neuertheleſſe they woulo haue done, if if had been 
requiſite, # mete fo2 the church,as they haue done in all 
other matfers neceſſarie to ſaluation, Andas all thinges 
whafſoenuer, muſt continue fill in one and the ſame ſozt, 
are certainly pzeſcribed and commaundedin the wozde. 
But they haue ſhewed onely ſome examples, how in the 
firft planting of Charches , in ſo dangerous a fime and 
enferp2iſe, they might beſt p2enaile, without geuing of- 
fence tothe publick Pagiſtrafe,o2 diſturbing the tate of 
the Commonweales , till ſuch time as it pleaſed God to 
geue reſt vnto the Church , and that the pzocedingsof 
the ſame.ſhould be pzotected and warranted by the Cinil 
Pagiſtrates and Rulers, Neither binding by commans- 
dement the whole Church at al fimes, when it ſhould be 
- bnder Chziſtian Pzinces , fo obſerue one andthe ſame 
fozme of gonernment , inall places, and times, andine- 
uery particular thing : neither yet reffrayning any Go- 
uerners (. if ſo they thought awd) to vſe the ſame fozme 
which the Apoffics themlelnes p2eſcribed , if fo it might 
ftande with the time,and bc befk agreable to the conditi- 
on 


vn of the Countrey. Let vs therefoze weigh ſome of the 
chiefe places, andthis will be moze apparant vato vs, 

- But becauſe it ſ&meth vnto me, that al the queſtions 
of Elderſhips, and companies of Elders in particular 
congregations, andof the greater Elderſhips and Seig- 
nours, and the ſenerall authozities of gouernment p2e- 
tended to be in them, with the pzeheminence of pzinafe 
Churches,inelecing of thcir Church Dfftcers,is that in 
a manner, whereon all the reſt of the controuerſies be- 
twene you and vs doe depende ( as hereafter will moze 
af large appeare) J will onely ſet downe all thoſe exam- 
ples of the Apoſtles in the ſcripture, Which ye doe cite foz 
commaundements in the p:ofe of your Aſſertions : and 
wil examine without affection , whether by any ſounde 
tudgement, 82 authozitie, they may be called x accounted 
erp2eſfe x abſolute commandements} ſuch as mult binde 
either all Chziſtian churches, af all fimes affer fo folow, 
nay,02 the churches themſeiues,to whom ſuch examples 
were ſhewed, if afterward anp iuſt cauſe of alteration of 
any part of the ſame gouernment were geuen . Wherin 
if ye will not be affected ouer much fo your owne opini- 
ons, bat with-indifferent eyes regard the true ſenſe and 
meaning of the Scriptures , Jhope ye will.nothereafter 
fo greatly miſlike the pzeſerct gouernment, but will ra- 
ther ioyne with vs in confinaall pzarers, that thoſe El- 
ders,to whom God hath now ccanmitted thegouernment 
ofthe Church , may be diligent and carefull in their vo- 
eation,to ſee that the church of Chzift be faithfully gouer- 
ned,acco2ding to generallrules pzeſcribed in his wo2d: 
and as the charge thereof is layd vpon them by y Pzincez 
his Lieutenant, 

JI ſpeakenothing of the firſt place by you alleadged in 
the 1.ARes 23, namely, that Peter,and the reſt of the A- 
poliles and Diſciples,being  "5"_ together,tnmedti- 

3 ate- 
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Ades 1,23, 


* A Reconciliation faſt 
ately after the aſcention of our Sauijour,and affer a cer? 
tain ſermon mave by Peter vnto themultitude, declaring 
how neceCarie it ſhould be, that one were choſen from a- 
mong them,tomake vp the number of the twelae, in the 
place of Indas the traytoz , two were ſingled ont frone 
the reft by all their conſents, vpon whom lots ſhould bs 
calt. And affer publicke pzayers made vnto God , the lot 
fel vpon Matthias. Wherfoze,this being an ertraozdina- 
rie example, handled extraozdinariliy , foz the election of 
an Officer , whole function ſhould not continuge inthe 
Charch perpetually,it belongeth nothing af all vnfo this 
matter. 
©0 J come fo the next place, Aces 6. 3, whereacon- 
tention ſpzong vp in Jeruſalem betweene the b;ethzen, 
Jewes and Greekes , about maintenance of their poze. 
Foz thoſe Greekes being bozne free Denizons', woulds 
not be fed of almes, buf of the common treaſure, asfree 
Demzons of the Citie: wherefoze,to auopde the inconue-s 
nience that might come hereof, and becauſs the Diſciples 
Gould nof by any ſach meanes be hindered fromthe per- 
fo2ming of their great commiſſion,namely, of pzeaching 
the Golpell, and baptizing , and planting of Churches 0- 
ner all tho wozld,they willed the reſt of the Diſciples to 
choſe from among them, ſenen faithfull and honeft men, 
ſuch as they all knew fo be able fo diſcharge ſuch funcis 
ons as were committed vato them  Wherein we ſe 
what maner of actionofthe Apoſties this was, and vpon 
what occaſion it grew. Theyconſidered , that ſo long as 
the charge hereof was not expzeſly committed to ſome 
poobnny by the conſent of the whole Church in Jeruſa- 
. lem, which conſiſted of ſandzie people, both they thent- 
ſelues ſhould be troubled,and there would be continual 
murmuring one againlt another.diſdaining oz miſliking 
II fo2 tht. But __— 
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Pp purpole were choſen by their own conſent, they them« 
ſelues ſhould haue no cauſe to miſlike, no2 the Diſciples 
ſhould not be hindered fro going fozwardinthoir chiefeff 
buſines. And thts being an acte done by the; vpon'a pze- 
ſent occaſion, was none ceCſary eriple to be folowed foz es 
uer, vnles the like occaſion in the tike church ſhould hap- 
pen again: much leſfe any commandement impoſed to all 
churches and foz all times . Foz other wiſe would they 
firſt,o2 with ali, haue ſhewed the example, and then baus 
added thereunto a commandement: ſaying, Thus ſhall 
ve doe in all churchesfo2 euer ; andfthus ſhall ye chuſe 
pour officers, and inthis wile , Fo2 it hath byn the vſn- 
all maner of the holy ghoſt , not only in mozall mat 
ters , but alſo in outward ſacraments and ceremonies, 
which ſhouldnot be in the power of man fo change: both 
to ſet downe by expzeſſe wozds, the ſumme and effect of 
the things commanded, and alſo to topne therewith the 
wozds of commaundement. ©0 didhe by the couenant of 

circumciſion:fo2 when he had ſet downe the maner therg- 
' of, namely, that the fleſh of the foreskin ſhoulde be cirs 
cumciſed,he added ; And cuery manchild of eight dais 
olde, ſhalbe circumciſed amongſt you in. your genera- 
tions,8&c. And my couenant ſhalbe amongſt you, for an 
euerlaſting couenant. And of the feaſt of Paſſouer,after 
be had declared how the ſame ſhould be done , he ſaid, 
And this ſhall ye keepe as an holy ordinance for cuer. 
In thenew Teſtament , as concerning the Eacharift, 
when the Lo2de had ſet fozth all the circumffances that 
ſhould bee vſed inthe admimiſtration thereof» be com- 
maunded ; This doein remembrance. of me. 


Alſoaplacein the 14 of the Acts the 22 verſe is reckned Adts.14.22. 


fo: a lawe and commandement tobe followed foz ener, 
Where it is ſaide , that Paule and Barnabas their re- 
turne from-Derbe to Liſtra; Iconlum,and Antioche,or- 
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FP them Elders/by. ele&ion neuery Church; Habs 
ther was there then any other way (o-conuement, fog 
Paſto2s ,02 Elders , to bee choſen buto thoſe Churthes/ 
which belened ,c were gathered together by pzeaching ' 
of the goſpeL,as by 4 amog the people them ſelues, where 
ſach churches were planted. Foz the: Apoſtles hav net + 
incueryp, no2 ſcarſe inany place , diſciples enongh'of 
their owne traine,ſuche as knew the tonges,;and iwere ' 
acquainted with the natures and maners of every nation ' 
and people where they came : wherby they might 
geue them paſto2s and gouerners without aſſiſtance of 
thoſe people them ſelues: neither would the people at the 
firſt hane ſo well agreed with rangers fntrided vpon 
them, to be their ecclefiaſticall gonerners, as they would 
with their owne nation, choſen of them ſelues by comms 
conſent:no,though that Paule him ſelfe, oz any other of 
the Apoſties oz Euangelifts that conuerted them, hay 
farried ſtill with them. Wherfoze this muſt of neceſſitie 
af that time, be the beſt and moft excellent way of chg- 
ſing their church officers:that in ſoftrange a Religion fo 
them , which without authozity of any fempozali magli- 
ſtrate, they had willingly and without conftraynt recei- 
ned, they Qhould alſo by their owne willinge conſent , 
chooſe ſache officers to take the charge vppon them , as 
thep would be mol7 willing to contribut to them of their - 
own beneuolence, 02 elſe fo make choyle of ſuch as they 
knew beſt able to ſuſkaine them ſelnes in thatcharge, has 
ving no Cccleſiaftcall liuinge pzouivid foz that porpoſe , | | 
Wherfoze this place is farre from any Commande- 
ment geuenby the Apoſtles, wherby this churche ofours 
fhoulove be conftrayned to follow the ſame ozder of chu- 
ſing the officers here ſpoken of;ſceing all things are quite 
otherwiſe here with vsthen was in thofe Churches, 
__ in reſpec of the pzoteaion of a fempozall Bagt- 
ſtrafe 
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that are-cerfainlp pzouided fo2 all Ecclefiafficalt officers 
with vs, (which pzoniſton they wanted) and alſo foz ths 

. excellent Scholes of learning which we hane, to bzing 
men to the perfection of Dininity , together with the 
great iudgement and learning in Dintnify, which our 
Elders of the Church at this day hane, whereof they 
wereina manner wholy deffifute, with infinite other 
cauſes; fo as the ſame cannot inuftly be dzawne to any 
example foz vs to follgw. Bowbeit J wil now nolonger 
fkand vpon the examination of any places of Scriptures 
Which ye alleadge fo2 your ſelnes as abſolufe comman- 
dements to binve vs; becauſe 7 purpoſe heraffer (as J - 
hate ſayd) moze particularly to handle thoſe-things, 
when J comets weigh pour reaſons and opinions, with 
the authozities of Scripture fat ye ground the ſame - 
bpon, Yowbeif, thus much-in the meane timemuſt 3 
ſay, that theſe places here alleadged, and ſome feweo- 
ther, are your ſtrongeſt and moſt pzincipall examples 
Which ye alleadge, not only fo2 theſe kindof Elbderſhips + 
and elections which you would hane,butf in a manner foz 
all the particuler popnts of diſcipline which you crane; - 
as it will euidently appere moze at large herafter. And 
vet how farre they are from p2oning the neceſſity of the. 
ſame, it appereth by the b2iefe anſwers that J hane als . 
ready made. Yowbeit Jdoubt not, butin the beginning 
many of you were lead vnto this change, with an honeſf 
and welmeaning zeale towards the Church of God, ſup- 
poling thers could be no other perfecte. gouernments 
but this , that the Apoſtles ſometime perhaps vſev, 
And ſome belyke thought-, 
of would be.done with leffe danger , then now by expe, 
rience ye finde, Dthers ſuppoſed it had bin nomoze la, 
__ buf to pzeferre ——_ YT." 
ment, 
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not, andth? linings: 


that the effeaing there- 
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» andthat men would as gredely deſire to change 
| Ti lent fozme of gonermment, when-intheir conſci- 
no cauſe, noz any neceCity vzged the 
the.icf. Par of her -Paiellie, they 
and true dacrine of (aluafts 
on, foz the more ſoules were in diſtreſle. Other- 
ſome inlike manner. were-perſwaded by the authozity 
of thaſe in the Uniuerſities, whole iudgements and lear- 
ning they p2eferred aboue others. Pauy {ikewile of the 

ſimpler ſozt, were carryed-with the outward ſimplicity 
of the pzofeſſo2s, and indifferent god carriage ofthem- 

ſelues among their followers and. diſciples.. But inny- 
merable were led therevauto by the name ofthe truth, by 
examples of the Scripture, ſuppoſed to. be commande- 
ents, by repoztof the like fozme tobe .in.other-Chur- 
ches, by imagining Þthe change of Eccielialticall policy 
among them that truly p2ofeſled the Golpell, was as ngs 
ceſfſary, as the change of doctrine aud of Anti- 
cþziſt, among them that liued in Jdolatry-, All which of- 
fences may the eaſyer be fozgotten, if thep.-happened ey- 
ther of zeale, oz of iguozance. 1But if any that do pzofeſſe 
a pureneſſe and ſyncerity of-dodrine-and diſcipline of the 
Church,hane of a cozrupt.conſcience,andinward mallice 
- towardothers,to the intent. to baing downe them whoux 
they bated, and foz. oftentation andeweof their owne 
learning , moze then foz the aduancement. of religion, 
tryed how. to change the. pzelent fozme of gouernment, 

ficlt by vnozderly eramples in themlelues,. then by pub- 
like wzightings and ſpzeading of bokes, and after that, 
by humble petitions,, by arieuous aud. hozcible thacat- 

nings,and by all maner of meanes tbat man can deuile, 
without regard of charity the very bond of peace, with- 
out conſideration of quietnelſe.in the-Cburch, and with- 
out reſpecting what. end their enterpziles might bzing is 
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bngodly and difobevient wayes, bat muſthumbly defire 
pardon of the Pagiftrates; whofe lawes thep bane difo- 
beyed, of the Commonweale, whoſe quietnes they hane 
diſturbed, and oftheirowne partakers, whoſe confcien- 
ces they haue offended and cozrupted. 
Wherefoze as this matter of refozmation , which ye 
toke in hand, was needlefſe and vnpzofitable, fo was the 
Wayes that ye deuiſed to effec the ſame vniufk, and a- 
gainlt the wo2d of God, and contrary to the cuftome of 
all Ch2iftian Commonweates and Charches, wherein 
Religion hath bin effabliſhed, How nedlefſe the ſame 
was, ye ſhall eafilyperceyne, if ye conſider with equall 
and vp2ight indgement, how the fozme of Diſcipline al- 
ready effabliſhed in'this Kealme, if'it beduly and vp- 
rightly executed, acco2ding to the rules pzeſcribed fo; the 
ſame, is ſufficient in all reſpeas to bzing a man to know- 
ledge of the truth by god and godly teachers, and by the 
liberfy thatall men hane to reave and exerciſe the Scrip- | 


fares. It ſufficeth to inffruct a man in all obedience and * 


duty towards God, fowards all authozity vnver him,and 

fowards ail people that line among vs. Jt p:onideth foz 
vs the right vfe of the Dacraments and holy o2dinances, 
Jt reieceth all ſuperfitions wozthipping. Jt delinereth 
vs the knowledge of diſcerning true andfincers Religion 
from falſe and connterfeite. Jt permitfeth vnfo vs the 


perfed law of liberty, wherein Chyitt hath free bs: fo, Cor.ro. 
as all they that are cndued with the ſpirit of God, hane 2.Cor.z. 
the teſtimony of their owne conſcience what they may 1#=<*-1- 


do, Mt 94 Jt giveth 'vs all the 
functions 


2, Tun.3- 


2 AReconciliationof at 


that there ſhonld be noerro2 committed by you ' Nay, 


_ 1» Tim.519, culationagamft an Elder -vivertwo oz thx@ witneſſes, 


Fran rhS Edarch tiecoltary bothe exuernmnent of 
the ſame; amv'whith the pofies left unto vs: Doctozs, 
Pals2zs;am Dinifters; to'texch and inftruc vs: By» 
ſhops; gouernours, and helpers; toonerſce and direct all 
tbe parts of Diſcipline,Jt-appointeth men 'of ſufficicnf 
charge;toloke tothe treaſore of the pwzo. And what ſhal 
Iſlay mozetbufif the Biſhops in their gonermnent, and 
the Pinilters md P2eachers.in'their funcions, be not 
tegtigent, if bzingeth vs fo the knowledge of the @crip» 
tnres, which are able through the faith in Chriſt leſus, 
to make all godly men wiſe vnto {aloation,and arepro- 
fitable to reach, to corre& ; and inſtru in righteouſ- 
nes,thatthe man of God maybee'iperfe&ly/inftruted 
to all good workes . -And what can any other gouern» 
ment in the wozld doe moze, whether it bethis of yours, 
92 that of the Apoſtles; and paimitine a; 02 aye 
ther whatloeuer. 

- Cozrupfion there may boinaltmen inmates 
Wall gonernments of the wod;, which ſometime may 


go ney 099m thzoughtheir owns 


Wicked diſpoſition , and ſometimes by the meanes of oy 
thers, that either be aboue them in anthozitie, oz hanefit 
meanes tocroſſe them in doing of their vuetie:And far bs 


* if fro you, my bzethzen,tothink pifthe law were in your 


owne bandes, by an eſtabliſhment of that fozme of go- 
uernment which ye would hane, that ye being but earth 


and aſhes,men,not Angels,andof the generationofyour 
fathers, that ye, Jſay,could @ purely and bp2ightly car- 


ry your lelnes, either in. your docrine,life;o2 gauernmeff, 


the wo2Id would in tyanythings condemn pou: UWhere- 
foze els did Paulcommannd Timothic, toreteine:nv ace 


andthat thole apa" be 
. rebuked, 


tevtatheoncly rextodis afgogr, and repentancs - | 
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rebukedopenly-inerampleof others; Whberofogs didha 


commaund-Timothie.himfelfe, To flee from theluſtof 


yourhzand to pur away faoliſh& yalearned queſtions; > Tim-:- 


fincethey ingendred nothing dur ſtrife... Nay, wby dit 
be openly rebake the holy Apoſtle &.Pcrer, fo2 not wal- 
king vp2ightly with the Gentiles in his demeano2 and 


conuerſation with them. Wherefo:ze-how nadeleſſe this Gal.:. 


queſtion is ; andhow vnp2ofitable., and vnfruitefull the 
ſame hath beene,the miſerie that hath come to the church 
and Commoniveale thereby , doeth ta much euidently 
declare. 

Themeanes alſo whereby you woutd bzing this to 
paſſezis altogether vnlawfull,and contrary to the wozds 
of Gad-: Foz whenthe people of Xſrael were 70.yeares 
incaptinitie with the kings of ACiria,, they attempted - 
not to reſfoze their libertie , andto buyld vp their Tem- 
ple, by oppoſing themſelues againft any gouernmentes 
which were: eſtabliſhed in. thoſe places . They reſiſted 
not;noz-impugned by mere” eg , anything thaf 
belonged to; the decrees and cuſfomes of that kingdome. 
Dniy astouching Religion, they wozthippedno other 
God,but the God of their fathers . They, made their ha- 
ble andearneſt pzayers vnto Gad, with faſting and res 
pentance,to-mone-the-hearts of the kings of Aſſiria, vus 


der whom they lined, tofake mercie on them,by ſending 


them home fotheir owne Countcie,and to the exerciſe of 
their owne religion. And in the-ende God-gaue them fa- 


102 inthe light of Cyrus, and they were ſent home with D4n-5:. 


greatef# credit + fauoz in the wozld.. If theſe Jowes 


-AReconciliation of all 
their ſinnes, withoat voluntary oppoſing themlelnes af 
any time, againft any decrees 03 commandements of the 
King,although they dayly-ſaw ſo palpable idolatry com» 
nutted inthe kinguome, againſt the honoz of God : Yow 
much tefle vnvder a moſt gbdly p2otecto2 of Chiltes trus 
religion;, vnder an Eccleflafficall gonernment of mot 
Chziftian liberty , ſhonld wee dilobey thole lawes which 
the Charch hath thonght mot fitts and neceflary, fo2 go- 
nerning and directing of the ſame ? eſpecially, when you 
were notf touched in the begitming, nozconſtrapned vnto 
any thing. Therefoze at the firſt, befoze ener pe entered 
into the Piniſterie, befo:e yetoke vpon you thecure and 
' charge of ſoules;pe ſhouldhave weyed with pour ſelnes, 
whether any thing in this gouernement had miſliked 
rot, and ſo in the weakneſſe of pour conſciences, hane 
rather refuſed the office of Pinifterie , and maintenance 
thereof,oz els after you had entered into the function, you 
thoulde patiently haue endured, and dnetyfully have o- 
beyedthe gouernment. And while pee coulde not yet in 
time be perſwaded in your ſelues,yon ſhould have follo- 
wed the example of Daniel, andother men of God, to 
p2oftrate your ſelues befoze God with earneft and harfy 
p2aper , nall manner of humilitie and repentance, that 
(if ſo it (cemed god to his diuine wiſdome ) the Church of 
England might receive andenioy that auncient fo:zm of 
Diſcipline, which in pour opinion, the Apoſtles planted 
in their tane, in all the ſenerall congregations which re- 
ceined the Goſpelt . And no doabt but by this meanes, if 
the maieſtie and wiſdome of God had ſ&ne pour ſuite to 
be ſuch, as ſhould kende to his glo2p, and aduauncement 
of his Church, he wouldat one time 02 other hane genen 
eare vnfo you . Fo2 the pzayers of the iuft are pleaſing 
_ God, and hes will. EIT INAECOIrns in 
ane. 
But 
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Sat alltiyisther means wherevyye bane.envenoas 


red tobaingthis matter topaſle,arealtogether vngodly, ; 


and offenſiue. to the Church, and againſt the obedience 


due-vnto lawes and-Pagiſtrates, F02,vuleſſe the pzinco' 3..n2rd, te 


(ſaith Bernard). commaund vs things contrary to that 


* precep.ct 


which God commandeth, wee muſt hane the ſelfe-ſame' diſpen/ar. 


care toobep him,that we haue toobepy God. And that the: 
differencebetwans our gouernment and;yours,bath no: 
relation to the wozd of God, J haue p2oned ſafficiently: 
befoze.and it will moze particularly hereafter appeare. 
Neither hath.aany other refozmed church geuen any ſuch: 
example,of altering the fozme of Diſcipline , which they: 
once receiued,and efabliſhed: becauſe ſuch leuitie ſhould: 
not be vled in the church of. God, without very great and 
weighty cauſes. Some fewp perticuler thinges per- 
bappes ,- in.-euery Charch, vppon; better aduiſement, 
and deliberation haue diuers-times heretofoze,and here- 
after may bee.changed, o2 repealed, o2 added, as occaſſ- 
on ſhall ſerue... Yowbeit if this Charchof ours , and 
 gonerners had ment tochange oz alter anyone perticus 
ler thing in the :outward gouernment thereof, yet your 
diſobedient ads and. frinolus attempts, would hane bin a 
iult cauſe to hane ſtayed them fro doing of the ſame.15ut 
that it 1s in the powerofmen,td alter the. whole fozme of 


gouernmetofthe Charch,eſpeciallyin@chakingdom as 


this., whers the fozme thereof is ſo po2poztionable and 
cozreſpondent tothe gouernment of the common wealth, 
_ valeſle the whole fo2ine allſo of the Common wealth be 
therewith changed, (which J pzay God fo2 our finnes it 
neuer be) that (3 ſay) is a thing inpoſlible without a 
miracle from God, wherefoze this meanes that ye hane: 
w20ught,is altogether-vaine and fruitleſſe,and ener the 
longer,the farder of, from-effecting the ſame ,+ the moze 
ogy and Ag to _ realm, Therefoze —_ b:es 

ern 


your vertues, And thus wee ſhall lins together in vuty: 

b:ethern - fozbearnig one an other and fozgeuings: 
tian hard amongſt vs , but peace and vnifpſhalbs our. 
bevient ſabiects vnder our p2inceand as god and pzoffi- 


&-.; 


enemyes, ve moſt of all topled and I 


tentions , calting out-  vnſeaſonable 


demnethoſethat word any way wzeltle againlkit: anv 
| this hane ye pzocured, by chaſing to your ſelues ſo vnilt 
and dnconuenient times, fo2 1 of your bn-- 


and after it houtybe | 
ivr yn marry hy erode 
were: fruſtrate, and in a manner deſperat2 then aftor 


_ Page 
+: A molt dangerous thinglikewiſe and/in;a:.manner | 
bopeleſſe to be b2ought to paſſe, the Rate of things being 
conſidered, fo2 there was nener yet inthe woztdany Reo 
ligion eſtabliſhed, any lawes. of goternment changed, 
any fo2me of ruling alfered, no2 any right of inheritance 
oz ſucceſſion fruſtrated, without either ſecret inclinatib, 
02 open p2ofeſſion of tbe ſoueraine power , and without 
the god liking of the Lawgeuers, Now this Common- 
weale being (as ye know) ſuſteyned and bozne 'bp with 
the Lawes which are made of thz&e Eſtates, that is to 
wif, by the King, 02 Soneraigne,by the Lozds Eccieſia- 
ſficall and Ciuill, and by an aſſembly of them wbich p2e- 
ſent the whole body of the Realme, together with ſuch 
cuſfoms, as by long continuance hane bin receyued and 
allowedby generall conſent ; what poſſibility was thers 
to pzeuayle in this action, by pzoncking the patience of 
them, without whome, no Law Ciuill ez Eccleſialticall 
can be made, changed, o2 ab2ogated. Wherefoze the 
molt vnfitting way that ye could deniſe in the wozld,and 
the fartheſt of all other from effecting of your cauſe, was 
if, when you ſought by faunts and bifter 
red abzoade in Pamphlets , to diſgrace thoſe, to whomo 
the power of gouernment was committed. Againe, fo 


\ . What end were all thoſe petitions that ye-made to the 


P2ince and Parliament, ſo long as they. tended to the 
ſudden querthzowing of thole things, which by them had 
by long egraue deliberation bin-eſtabliſhed; And what 
ſhouldit auayle to ſhew vnto them what manner of dif- 
cipline was befoze time vſed, and what things ye would 
baue now-fo be altered, bnleCCe ye had firff ſhewed by 
what lawfull commiſionye were (ent to-refozme thoſe 
things, and had alſo pzoned ſuch amere neceſſiticof that 
change, as without the ſame, God might not be truly 
ſerued, the Church of God poCibly well ny = 

us 


_— —— WE" Tas 
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*trae faith-and doctrine df Ch2iE declared; #he-people 
. of Chzilt well edifyed,-noz mens conſciences thozougbly 
Catiſfyed; and except ye could alſo haveconfirmed they; 
minds by ingincible reaſons, that this\might ſafely be 
-done without diſquieting the whole eſtate of this Com 


_.monweale: nay, bniefſe you conld alſo hanemade choiſe 


pour ſeltes of all thoſe perſons, by whoſe-voyces this 
-houldbe-perfozmed. But h&rein was pour greaterroz: 
{hat ye diſcernednot between the change of Religion 'in 
the firſt Parliaments, and that change which yenow 
require.” hat the alteration in the firſt Parliaments 
tended to the:fredome of the whole Realme from foz» 
raine bondage: that it delinered the Church from infinit 
ſaperſfitions,; andho2rible 3dolatries : that it gane inf6 


 enery mans hand the boke of Gods law ; that it reſfozed 


 Lntovs the true ve of the Sacraments: that-if permit- 
ted vntfo vs the pzeaching of true and wholeſome Docs 


| trine, and delivered vnto bs the true liberfyof the GoGs 


pell : ail which things made the matter moze eaſy to bs 
perfozmed : where on the other ſide by this alteration; 
nothing 1s fo be added to the health of the ſoule, nothing 
vnto faith and: true Religion :nothing moze fo the glozy 
of. God; and aduancementof the Church, but a number 
of inconueniences do follow. Fo2 many mult loſe their 
Unings and p:eferments ; many mull fozgoe that, which 
evther they have-derely bought with their money, oz 
their parents haue left them fo2 aninheritance, oz which 
hath bingluen them as a benefit from the Paince, 02 as 
atwftreward fo2 their bertues. 

--.Againe, whereas men nowline vnder a Church go- 


| c—— which-bath great eſtimation with the p2ince; 


and with al ſtates and degr@s of memthe cozrupt naturs 
df man moze eaſily ſabmitteth it-ſeife-t6thepbedience of 
COINS —— pezt, andof lefſe re 

| putation 


and reuenewes that ſhould vphold them,muſt beteft rut- 
nate ahdfozfaken, J ſpeakenethingof the nomberof in- 
ednventences, which ofneceCitie muſt grow bythe ſame 
change;(which.atſo my L.of Wincheffer in his admonis 
fon to the people,hath no leffs learnedly then: pzudeutly 
nofed) which doeth make the danger to be fo much the 
greater,and therefoze the leſſe poſſible foz/au alteration 
tobe made, Foz how canthe Pzince; nay; how can the 
le that are fully perſwavedofher pzerogatire, in all 
; of outward goternmmnent withinher kingdome , to 
belawfull by the wozve of God, ſuffer the ſame to be 
W2elfed from her by reaſon of pour ne we-maner ofeleci- 
$18: whereby the lawes; which by her authozitie were. 
mave, without her conſent muft beabzogated? How wit 
«be permitted, that the Judiciail law , ſpecially foz of- 
fences againft the laws of God, ſhould be b2ought into 
the Conumonweale , and thereby, de thatrobbeth aman 
of his gods , hall not be puniſhed with:death* :Þow 
hardly: will the- Claillatawters be content to loſe theis 
- culfoineoffiaing, by ſending þ canes of Tithes,of Mes 
Kaments, of Patrimony,of Judgement,-of Adultery , 6 
fuchitke,, fo the tempozall Bagiſtrate ? 'What b2oyies 
wonld it ffirre vp in the Commonweale; ifmen ſhoulds 
fo2goe their inheritances in Jmpzopztations aud Patro- 
nages? If the ſo2me of finding of Pinifters by tythes te 
loft, fogether with the Cannon law; whcre will your. pas 
ffozs water. foz, without diſperſing of Cathedzall 


the Whole Realms? SES: ch he-relerued with 
your 


Andmanyother inconneniences- ye may ſc, that pzous. 
a ont grep and tho offecing thereof al« 


molt impolſible, 
:Butheremy d2ethzen if pou had left, albeit.you cans 
great offence thereby vnto the Church, in publiſhing. ob. 
your opintons'by'wzitings, by pzeaching;, andbypour- 
eramples of diſobedience , yet your offence had beene ths 
moze tollerable ;tf yon had not dzawen vnto your opini- 
ons, part-fakersof euery ſoztand degree of the people, 
Which being vnited-vuto you,might bz@de the noze dans 
ger vnto the Church any-Commonweale, by ſcattering; 
- Ad \pzeaving ſuch things abzoad, into ſundziepartes of 
the Realms - -Andalbeit J doubt not, but that yee your 
felues,o2 the moſt of you, which be learnedin the Scripo 
fures, and have experience of ſome Charches abzoadss 
wwero reaſonablie well avuiſed of the grevnd of your go 
nernment., befoze ye publiſhed and pzofeſled your opini- 
ons, yet is not enery oneof your parfakers andfollow- 
ers ſo well abloto invge of thoſs things:which you thew 
bato'them bat thatby miſtaking ,02 not vnderanding 
that which pow teach, they are eaſily carriedfrom one'er- 
roz to another, tillat the length they become of noreligis 
bn atall.and their fir® Teathers-be made alſogether as 
ſhamed of them ; Bereof'ps know we haus had toomuch 
experienczof late dapes..' Which thing nenerthelefle, as 
mong'any euils,hath w2ought this one god, that ſeine; 
enenofthelearney ſozt of you, which haus regard to the 
ronco;dand vnitie of tho church, mozo then to your owne 
affections, and common peoples tikinge,doe now vpon a 
erconfideration;avit were; ſtagger in the cauſe, and 
with that the:queſtion' had nener been-moued, Foz this 
will it euey ben en Pages » that- "o_ 
3 Pp; 
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p:iuate men will ſcke change, 0; refozmation without 
ſpeciall commiſſion from God,oz warrant from the chief 
Pagiltrate, and ina maner with p generall liking of all, 
therea greatmanyof the partakers, wil alſo deniſe new 
matters of themſelaes, til thep hane bought the firtau- 
tho2s into'vtter dilcredite , E themſelues to rnine and de- 
fruction, Wherefoze, when you haue godly and truely 
conſidered of alltheſe things ,-and doe perfectly ſee whaf 
fruites have hetherto growen thereof, and what ſacceſls 
the ſame is likely fo hane,J truft ye will take away this 
offence out of Iſrael: Andat the leaſtwiſe, hane greater 
care of offending,and wounding the cdſctences ofothers; 
by ceaſing hereafter to d2aw the people vnfo you , and (6 
to perſwade thenrno longer to imbzace your needles and 
vnp2ofitable opinions. And this J hope wil be a god ſtep 
bnto peace and reconciliation. 
Finally ; this,'Seiſme bathe wonderfully hind w_ 
inamanner hazerded the greateſt matters of faith and 
Caluation. Foz who knowethnot,how greatlyþ mindes 
of menhaue nowe many yeares din occupied in the con- 
eration herof,yea-how many wiſe,how many learned 
bow many richs ;;how many pooze,, how many-of all 
ſo2ts,ercept thole whom God bath indyed wikha p2inci- 
pall ſpirit and vnderſtanding of his trueth, hane bin lead 
with feare © miſtruſt that our whole Religion (haninge 
bin but lately refozmed,, and yet.now.ſo ſonemilliked & 
diſturbed, by them that ſhould, vpholache ſame)is cozups 
tid, vnperfect,and maye not long continue. Yea what a 
number, that were wel-bent toheare the pzechingof the 
wo2d, andto receiue the ſacraments, areflidden-back 4 
returned againe to they2 olde vomit, fally landzing the 
the frue doctrine-of faithe, az (he diſaaper (hob 966; hays 
raiſedabont gougrnment-?-Poiv litcevceaGon this hi 
"_ tothe Jeſuits to-dzawe aways theſnbieds: 


the 


| ths leargitiofBngid, "0 
their obedience:yntoGod,e td their lawfull Pagiſtrates 
by alleging; ay iy away errno 
among vs, andvatruth in our Religion -:Bzeffly, how 
bathe it tyurmoyled 9 Pagiltrats, to ſeeke aquiet.remedy 
foz theſe: miſches;;. without ſeuere puniſhmentof. your 
per ſous; how bath theicars-therof-himdered/them fone 
Gpp2eſling theinfiaitevangers + calamites which were 
growing- vppon/vs by the dilligence:'of . Antichziſtian 
teachers; by therageand fury of enimies;e by the treas 
ſong and treacheries of dannabjeperſons? Finally hows 
bath it grened and dilquietedtheharteofour moſt dere 
p2ecious Nueene:(: by whole: life we b:eathe,:by whole 
:0we ws conſume, andby whale-deathe we perithe) 
Well may ſhe reaſon and:erxpoſtalati with yan on this 
manner:Deing fo: the pntire loue J beare.vnto you(deer 
Subieces;) J bane faued your bodyes from feare of the - 
freand:\wozde; J bane delivered.you from the power of 
Antfichzift;, J: bane-genen.you the true ſeruice of God , 
the liberfy of tþe: Golpel,-and right vie of Þ ſacraments; 
FKeeing. I bane permitted vnto you hliberty of your con- 
lrence;.e al things that belong fo the.truefaitþ« religis 
Aarne neg pour ſakes oppoſed my leife 
again , andſet mylife in (0: many pes 
rils, Yow comesit to paſſe, that y& are now ſo vngrates 
- full:,that ye will not be obedient to ſuch a inſt fozmeof 
[+ Son patrmenc :Church bath-deuiſed, and as: my 
confirmed,noz will (yer mequietly ta entioys 
thoſe honozs and pzerogatiues, which God hath geuen 
me,fogether with.the defence of his wozd and poſſeſſion 
e#mpkingvom. Af I þadnot bin-willing in the begining 
of my regiment, fo conſent tans lo great a change, yes 
would then þane-pluckedout your -owne eves:, if it'bad: 
bin poſſibls/; & hane genonthem tome, foz the leaftpart 
of thaſs things which I franckly permitted-ynto. TOs 
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a ARecondliation of all 
kawes as much as yee, and ſich an offence being liftkp 
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them the wap of bitferneſſe, pet if they did it of malice, 
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Let nathing be done with Brif and v | 
ry manelteeme one another better then hi inf 


ha weir han ro Bury 
taunts and bitter ſpeaches; 
untrue repozts, rn fy, aun - 
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his eſtate,as for his vnworthines he dare not, nor. 
forhis abilitic he cannot, requite ſo infinite bene-- 
fites beſtowed vpon him : Yetin ſomeſort he ſhe- 
weth his thankfulnes,by doing dayly andpleafing- 
ſeruices to his Maſters children; Euen ſo, the aig. 8 
recious and Princely fauours,that your excellent 
Maieſtic hath many times of your manifold good- 
nes voutlafed towardes mee ( whoſe father, and 
my ſelfe,haue bin ſo long nouriſhed by your Maie- 
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ſanaturalla zeale and _— affection in my Dark 
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own perſon onefora Million, yetinpub- 
token 'of _—O_ affeion , and effectuall 
{eniicetoyour Maieſfic,humblic beſeech youto 
© accept my.careagd goodwill towards all your Ma- 
teſties SubieRs, which areyourchildern , and the 
Church of your Kingdome : Whoſe conſciences 
"FOR after I had indeuoured many yeares ſince to ſertle, 
bs febe 1+ hd by ſhewing them the true T ranquilitic of the mind, 
Nextof all layd before them, -in many largeand 

Common places, earned Commonplaces, the moſt ſoundeand pure 

Exhor:azionss doctrine of faluation . Aﬀterthat Exhorted themby 

the Swhiects, all meanes, to an inuincible courage againſtthe 
inuaſion ofour enemies. And then put them im {/| 
hn ee Sid minde of the Second waring that Chriſt hath ſoun- | 
bs "lH ded vnto Iudgement:Now laſtly I ſeekto Reconcile ! 
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aperfectyniticin gouernement, and to perfwade 
your people to geue eareto noother yoyces them Þ!! 
your Mateſty,and lawes ofthe Church haue com- * 
maunded :: Whereby the conſciences of all men { 
being ſatiſied, Their opinions in matters of faith 
ſetled, The Realme bytheir valiantcourage defen- 
ded, The ſpeedy comming of Chriſt expected, 
And the Church in all externall matters quieted, 
God may be ſincerely worſhipped, your Maieſtie 
truely ſerued,& your godlic Lawes obeyed : That 
as before your people haue , by the mightie power 
of God,in the hande of your Maieſtic,beena Lan- 
terne vntoall Nations in theglory of their actes, 
and inthe tructhof their Religion : So hereafter 
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A RECONCIEIATION 
" OF AL THE PASTORS- AND MI- 


NISTERS. OF THE CHYRGH 
OF,AN,GLAND., 


Pateſtie , and the loug 
-_Ilof my Countrie,todelcribe 
[IJ withmy pen, as it werein 
[8 la linely pictats - the true 
anſes of the cruell warres 
and vrrouary denouns 


p2ofelſed encinles of the-Galpell: And erevy! endenou- 
red with vnfained zeale to p2int in the heartes of all god 
Subiecs, ſo ea;neſt.adeſire of defendingtheir naturall 
Countrey, and ſo high acouragso of ſuppzeCCing the one- 
mies-fry; as I hoped that ( at thelealt wiſe during the 
time of fo great andimminent perils, ) all pzluate quars 
rels would be lapd apart,alfactions,andaffetned hums2s 
would be fozgotten,al contentions,and diſconfentments 
about religion and ceremonies wonld be abadoned; But 
eſpecially , that all mallice foz-matfters'of- nomoment, 
and all Pennes of contention, wotild vaniſh, and be bfs 
ay remoued. 

Yowbeit, the fubbozne and pererl nature ofman, 


; Lode meg n hes ſhaketh his ſwo;de 
| Ts oor edu ore Book 
tie hafid of Godr meh yarns (nnr the 
olve Sp7ene ſong , andthe fire which was thought to 
bfterlyquenched., began mdze violently to be Noted. 
Wherefoze I thought yet nioze effectually,to vzawe the, 


mindes'of mento a continuall regard of their owne dye- - . . 


ties, and toacarefull watch of their owne ſoules, from 
an onercurious ſearch of the outward policie and gonezns 
ment of the Church, committey'by God, not vnto thety, 
bat vnto others, by ſhewing them of the ſecond warning 
that Chziſt hath alredy-ſounded bnto indgemeut . Lhe 
very which time app2oaching ſo neere ,ifbe find vs mozs 
enclined toconfuſion anddiſcozdamong our ſelues, than 
vato thole things that ſhould be fo2 the peace and ſaluatt- 
onofour ſoules , be will bzing a ſovain and fearfull des 
ſtruction vpon vs.  - | 

- But wzetchedand miſerable men , that ſo deadly 
thouldbe the pe of qur ſecuritie, fo. hard and ffony our 
hearts, ſocareleCſe of all things fo2 ourcomfozt, fo fo2- 
 getfull ofholeſome warnings 8ndavmonitions;that nets 
ther the danger of our own bodily death,noz the manifeſt 
and maruejlous deliverance of vs, our Soueraigne, our 

: Religion, andthe whole kingdome ,, noz tbe confinuall 
feare of being ſwallowed vp ofour enemies , noz yet the 
p:eſentexpectation of Ch2ilt vuto iudgement , noz life, 
no2 death, no2 beauen, no2 bell, no; things pzeſent ,noz 
things to come, might once reclaime. vs from the bains 
conceite of our owne opinions. - 

,* Where isnow the bope of ſatuation? where is the 
faithfull expectation of Gods pzomiſes: where is the trf- 
bling at his iudgements? where is the ſimple and plaing 
pzofelſion ofthe Golpell? where isthe earneſt zeale vnfo 


2 


| mon 
wi nodarums " prune be eto 
from them whole mitids the Godofthis wozld hath 
ded,thatthey ſhould not ſe the cleare light of he oe I 
p2ay God that Paul be not afcaide of vs,as be was of the 


Corinthians, leſt the Serpent by hiscraft haue ſeduced, c or.,, 


vs as he did our Grandmother Eue, and haie ſo cozrup- 


©  tedourſences,that we fall from the 'fimplicitie that is in z.Cor.rr, 
- Chziſt, by diniding his body , and by rayſing bp of ſuch 
 tumults,and ſects, andſciſmes inthe church and Com- 


monweale, as fend neither to the repairing of Chailfes 


* body,no2 edification of ſoules,but fo the ruine and deſfru- 
'Ction of both. 


That we may now ftherefo2e anopde the grienons 
and infollerable diſpleaſure of almightie God, the danges 


roys euents that come by this difcozd, bokh to the particu- 
| Jar perſons of many, but eſpecially fo this whole king- 
"dome,Commanweale, and frae teligion.Let vs ſceke by 
all meanes poCible to vnite and recicile themindes of att 


the Paſtozs and Piniſters,- and generally of all that 
haue any Eccleſiafticall functions in the Church,fogether 
with other members in the ſame. That lince thereis 


- bitt-one God, one Lozd,one Church, onefaith, one bap- 
fiſme,and one true Keligion in Ch2iff, we may be alloef 
' one minde in ahouſe,and ſpeaking one & the ſame thing, 


we may labour by all meanes,fo kepe the bnitie of the 
ſpirit? in the bond of peace, | 
' Andthat this may the eaffer come fo paſſe, J purpoſe 


"bythe help of God, foendenour with all nip fozce, to 
"ſpend all my talent,and to labour with all my diligence, 


duetie , good will and ſerutce,to fop the fury of fo great a 


Raine, fomalicionfly enrage® and tempeſtuouſly diſcoue- 
' redby the enethie dfmankint fn ſo deſperate a caſe,at ſo 
; OY a fime,againll ſo peaceable a Charch,by ſo 
OY] 5 2 


ſab- 


ARevoniiliatton of all- th. 
JON eas to the diſcredite of the king» - 
doine;defacingoaffiacere-Religion,: andfo the diſhono» 
ringaofaill thoſe thathaue iaboured to/build vp.the-walis _ 
of Jeruſalenr- Fo2-aftex that Þathan-had by all open, 
anpfozrain,and furious meanes; infinitly,andas it were 
at ongiinftant,aſſayled the charch-of God: and hadon e« 
uery ſidetaken moſt ſhameful repuiſe,befled then to.the 
vttermo@, but yet olde® refuge: that by amoſt-wily any 
crafty meanes, vnder the cloke ofa plaine and ingincibls 
fruethofthe Scriptures; be might ſet thoſe againſt them 
ſelues;that being vnited together hadvanquilſhed him in 
ſo many battailes: and therby, either fo; cauſe the church. 
of Chzilt vtterly to be reiected, 02 vnfaitbfully to. be-con-. : - 
femned. And that while the people of God ſh6uld: thus - _ 
with (ciſmes, and factions, and ſectes be deuided ,-attbs. - 
leaſtwiſe,the ruine and deſtruction ofmany ſaules ſhould; - 
ſuddenly be pzepared, the vnſpeakeable glozy ofreligion _ | 
obſcured, andthe ſpy comming of Chzilt moltdanges'/ | 
rouſlp neglected: 1 
35ut alas foz the digentionofour b:ethzen — andthat 6 
þ lecrets of Jlrael houtdbe diſconeredto the enenies of;] . 
the.Goſpell: that the name of Chaiftzthat the Gaſpell it 
ſelfe;that trus religion; thatthe whole people and kings; . 
dome ſhould ſuffer hameand rebuke of heretikes,of 2n-. - 
tichziffians;ofcommoenenemies andmere tyolafers , fo2, 
4 matters of ſs ſmall impoztance: fo2 themanner,not fo2 $: 
matter of gouernment : fo2 the names and titles of offi- 
ces;not ſo much foz the offices anddignities themſelues: - - 
fo2 externe policy not fo2 faith and dininifie:andfoz thoſs 
' things which many times;t-in ſome reſpects , may differ:-. 
aſmuch as þ cofitries differ-in-nature and cuſteme, ſo the Þ 
rulesof faith be kept,andthatÞ ſame tend fo edification 8+ - 
- comelihnes.Finally,about vaine diſputation andfrife of.) 
or > Ia — If 
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make peace Ereconciliation, But whereis the obedifce, - 
duety echaritie, that ould becomethe bzetherenof ſuch. — 
afather, þchildzen of ſuch amother,and the members of - | 
ſacha body? Yad we vtterly ltopt themouthes ofallone | 
adverſaries ? Pad we cleane put to ſilence the ſting of 
their tongues, and poyſon of their pennes, that we hav 
leyfureto contend againſt our ſelues ? Were there no 
mov Popith Doctozs to reſift vs? Did the Seminarie 
Palettes and Jeſuites ceaſe to moleft vs Was there ſo 
ample.and euident vicozieobteyned, as we might ſetts 
wide dpen the gates of Ianus, and glozy foz the peace any 
tranquilitie of xfrael? Puſt we needes make ſach wars, 
as theconqueft on euery ſide would be loſſe and diſho- 
noz, as vncertaine friumph would turne to open ſhame, 
expected benefite to vnſpeakeable diſcredite, andcertaing 
victozie fo hozrible miſerie? . | 

[But yee(my bzethzen in the Lozd)y& mean, which 
bane ſoearneſt a-defire to refozme the pzeſent gouern- 
ment and viſcipline of this Church, by ſuch rules and ex- 
amples as ye ſuppoſe to bee deſcribed inthe wozd;:Gene 
ms leausby your patience,inall loning friendſhippe and 
god will fo expoſtulate ſome things of you: oz rather fo 
conferre a little with you in divers: ſpecial -matfers, 
which concerne not onely your owne benefit and credite, 
but the whole Churches ſafetie and pzeferment.. Not 
meaning by any contention of wozds toſtirre vp your- 
patient minds to w2ath and bifternes: Foz J wiſh enen , 
as muchgod vntoyou.as vato mineowne ſoule, And J 
would to:God J wers indued!with ſuch wiſvome and- 
vbnderftanding fcom aboue, thatmy wo2des might be acs 
ceptable in your ſight : Dzthaf Jhad the tongue of men 
and Angels,to moue you to thoſe things which ſhonld be 
foz your owne god, and fo; thepeace andquietnes of the 
Church, ———_ —— thatiphich 
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fpalt. Sat alack;bow ſhould Iperſwade you-fo leaus 
pour ſundzie opinions, vnieſſe J deſcribe befoze pour cies 
the certaintie of your erroz8? And yet would J not wil- 


ingly info plain and manifeſt a cauſe try the right, by 


2.Cor.3, 


arguments of Logick, which bz&d nothing els in diut- 
nitie,.but endleſſe and botleſſe diſputations . Dnely J 
Would in ſome eaſie and bziefe manner anſwere ſome 
fewe of your cþiefelt reaſons, that thoſe being diſcuſſed, 
and the miſte thaf lay beftwene your eyes and our go- 
uernment vaniſhed, ye might plainly diſcerne with how 
ſafe conſcience you may exerciſe your calling with vs, 
and be wholy reconciled agatne fo the Church. 7 
 AndOodis myreco2d-J waite vnfo you all in dngle- 
neſſe of heart , reuerencing (ome of pou as learned Di- 
uines, honouring other ſome as able teachers, and lo- 
ning all the reſt of you as Chaiſtian bzothers .. AndJ 
now that ye haue a ſingular zeals tobuilde vp y walles 
of Jeruſalem: yea and your zeale is ioyned withno.ſ(mall 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and monuments of our 
fo:efathers, And J would fo God ye were as well affec- 
ted bnfo vnitie in gouernment & obedience bnfo gouers 


ners.Yowbeit ye aro not yet lead vnto that fulnes of ths 


ſpirite, whereby ye might diſcerne the difference of all 
things that belong to ſauing health , fromother thinges 
that are buf accidents ofthe ſame: and wherby ye ſhould 
know the frenowe of the Goſpell,and the glozious libers 
tie of the ſonnes of God. 
Yee (& the bloudy bea& of Rome dayly thzeafening 
and. tozmenting the Church of God: and ye furve all | 
your fozce from thence againſt the walles and foztegof . ! 
your, qwne Citie., Wherefoze , the reſolution that ye » | 
holde concerning your owne opinions, andthe ſeparati- 
qn that you haue. made front your b2eth2en. pittieth ms 
ia fo; eour owne cauſe , greeueth me moze foz _ 
floc 


the Cleargie of England, .. _ : 

that the aduerſaries conceaue by the ſame, : 

'Nowtherefvze, ſince the Choiftian wozld,and all the 
godly p2ofeſo28 of the Goſpell,are by this meanes hinde- 
red, and faffer ſharply foz ſo ſmall occaſions ; Jir ſuch 
ſozt,as ſome godly hane beene amaſed thereat , the wa- 
nering fall awap, the wozſer wax obſtinate , andthe A- 
theiſtes and Jnfivels ſcozne and confemne the Goſpell, 
T Jpurpoſe in this ſmall Treatiſe to ſhew the pzincis * 
pall things thatgeue offence. | 
© '2 Decondly,J wil examine the chiefemaffers in que- 
ſton; and therein , in how many points they and we dos 
conchrre, wherein we differ,and wherein the queſtion is 
nedleſſe. | 
© 3 Thirdly, J wil weigh the moſfand chiefeff reaſons 
wherby the other part would confirme their pzincipall 
Alſertions, and wil ſ& how thoſe Scriptares which they 
applte to the ſame , doe concurre with their opinions; 
withoat ffanding vpon any termes ofLogick, becauſe J 
neuer ſalve, but that ſuch kinde of pzouing and defen- 
ding rather increaſed the fire of contention, then bzev 
any hope of peace and reconciliatton. | 
* 4 Fourthly,J will ſhew that the gonernment of onr 
Church,vnder the moderation and direction of Biſhops, 
tsnerer vnto that which the Apoltles effabliſhed , and 
which the pzimitiue Church after them pzaciſed, then 
this which they wouldhaue by an equalitie of Elders: 
and'that the ſame is moze meat andagreable tothe fats 
ofour Commonweale, then any other Churchgonern-. 
ment at this day whereſqeuer. | 

5 Laffly;, J will veclare that the Paſfozs viſconfent, 
may with lafe conlcience liue obediently vader the p2e- 
fent goternment, andexerciſe their fancions acco2ding 
to the ſame. Anvſo will exhozt all partes to agar 


ffock of Chzilt, and lamenteth me exc@vingly fv; the toy 
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bnta thenby 

; Tb will indegour by al poſſible god meanes 
q to make peace and reconciliation, betweene thoſe that 
z * P20felle one and the ſame religion. That now wn ſo dany 
' | gerous a time,and in a wozld ſo.malicioufly bent again# 


| ek {age 
God "and by the Soueraigne 


diſconer our ſecrefes to the enemies of the Gaſpell :-E6 
pecially, ince we haue already receauedathouſandbleſs 
ſings in freedome of the Goſpell,and ſincere wozlhhipping 
of cy moze then we either þoped »62by any many 
delerued : 

; Andnow Jcome.vnto.thoſe things chat Jpurpaſed, 
4 | and by reaſon whereof all the b2oyles. and, tumulteg are 
Ti ſpzong vpinthechurchabout diſcipliue, awareſcatte- 
|| | red andſpzeadonerall.the Kealine ,... ut as touching 
1 the offences of you,my bzethzen towards bs, re mult-in 
Fr pour owne conſciences confeſſe, haw;many wayes: ya 
'Y dane ben deceined. 1 Namely,in-geuing the firſt ſound 
2 ages phaes rerngs DEED 


rate to be tifeted. 6 gry tg pay 
Lardingthe greateff matters offaitþ.andlaluation ,.faz 
I a certaine change in the ontward _ of 

iſct- 
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vs,we ſhould not ſo deſperatly pzoſfrate our ſhame, and - 
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red: fince after a graueand deliberate councell and a- 
greement of all the learned Dinines, with conſent of 
enery effate of the Kingdome, and affer the poke of An- 
bichzilt was ſhaken off,and all his falſe and ſuperffitions 
wozthipping abandoned , ſuch afozme was eſtabliſhed, 
as was then thought conſonantto the &criptares, molt 
connentent fo2 the time, agreeable to the cinill pollicy of 
the Realme, and not diſfonant from that which the firſt 
Chailtian Kings receiued; and ſuch, as was then fo the 
god{liking of the moſt learned p;ofeſſo2s of the Golpell 
in Chziſtendome, And where befoze the happy comming. 
of her Paielkie tothe Crowne, ye would haue bin very 
lopfall tohane recepued but the leaſt of all the bleſſings 
ofthe Goſpelt, and freedome-of your conſcience , now 
bountifully powzed vpon you, withont murmuring 03 
repyning, loe, when all things were b2ought to paſſe, 
better then you deſtred, and moze then yee erpected, yes 


Within a while,againtf all dufy and obedience, aſwell by 


open actions, as publike w2ightings, againſt the Church 
franquillify, Kumbled and fell foz matters of no mo- 
ment: foz fourmes and faſhions, foz names and fitles, 


fo; habifs and circumffances, beating your heads about :.Timoth.z, 


folith and vnlearned queſtions, which bzing no p2:offit, 
but peruert the hearers, leaning the weightpeſl matters 


ofthe Law vndone, obedience, mercy, faith, char charitie, Math, 13-23» 


and edifying of paze foules vnto ſaluation; which ſhould 
bane bin your greateſt and moſt p2incipall care-e charge, 
Peereby ye ſounded the firſf blaff vnto Scilme,and gaus 
the ry vecaſion into dilcozd, - 

| If 


Matth, 28, 
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= pee acts your ſelues —— by: the example of 
the Apollies, and that. ye endeuour noother thing, but 
fo reduce the. gouernment to the very ſame fozme and 
faſhion which they vſed in the Churches which they c- 
rected, Firlf J demaund what letters patents you had 
moze then any other from God, o2 any ſupzeme Power, 
fopzocure any alteration of Church gouernment where 
the ſame is already gſtabliſhed, ſeeing it nothing atalt 
concerneth the feaching and edifying of Soules, o2 the 
doctrine of faith in Chzilk, whereby we are ſaued, which 
is the chiefe and in a manner only commiſſion , that 
Chaift gaue fo his Apoſtles, and fo thoſe which receiued 
commiſſion from them, when be departed from hencs 
fo bys Father ; Goe (ſayth he) and «cach all Nations. 
Baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Sonne, 
& the holy Ghoſt, and charge them to keepe all things 
thatI haue commaunded you. Secondly J anſwere, 
that the Apoſtles p:eſcribed no certayne fo2me of go- 
yerniment fo2 ail times and places, but-vſed ſuch as the 
neceflity then, and the places: where they came requi- 
red, themſelnes hauing the chiefe onerſight and gouern- 
ment, till ſufficient perſons were ſp2ong bp to receyug 
the ſame charge of them. Thirdly, ſince God hath not 
erp:eſſely commaunded any fozme, as he commaunded 
all other things which concerne the bealth of Soules, 
we mult be obedient to that fozme, which lawfull Au- 
thozity hath pzeſcribed, Agayne , we muſt make a dif- 
ference betweene Churches newly planted, and withou£f 
p:ofection of any Chziltian Pagiltrate, and thoſe which 
by commaundement of the Bagiſtrate, and conſent of 
a whole Kingdome are renewed and- eſtabliſhed : vn- 
lee ye will ranne backe fo the perſecution of the As 
poſtles fime; .vniefſe ye will fall backe to the nonage 
of childzen, wben Pilke was neceſſary foz yong _ 


' theCleargicofEng an 
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fo beplanted: when the Romans that poſſelledthe face 


o fthe earth, would permit no P2ouinces to ontertayne 
the Religion of Chzift : when the-Apoſtles mutt ſxke 
the caſyeſf and \neereff way to- ſpzead the Goſpell; be- 
cauſe the mightte rulers of the earth would ginenoears 
vato them : when no Kingdome, no Citie, no Congre- 
gation, no no2 any perticuler perſon, but in danger of 
 p2oſcription of life, lands, and-gods, durfſt openly p20» 
'felſe the name of Thzilt : when the knowledge of Chzi- 
ftian Dininifie was not knowne to the wozld, but re- 
mayned in a fewe Apoltles and Diſciples of Chziſt, and 
thoſe that were| newly inffruced by them ; when the 
Knowledge howto feach and gonerne (eſpecially in thoſe 
places where the Apoſtles continued no long time,) 
- was nof yet(fo2 want oftime)come fo any ripeneſſe and 
perfection: when in thoſe dayes, and in thoſe Churches, 


that kind of fozime, and no other, muſt of neceſſitie be 


bled; thoſe kind of Dfficers mult in that manner and 
no other,choſe and be choſen : in ſt:ch wiſe, andno other, 
gonerne and be gouerned : inthe ſelfe-ſame,and noother 
way teach and be faught, miniſter and be miniffred vn- 
to ; when the diſpearſed bzeth;zen in ne&de and neceſſis 
tie, could no other way berelieued, the people by no 0s 
ther meanes bel*ue o2 gine credit to the Goſpell : when 
the neceſſitie both of the times when, and places where, 
andall the circumſtances belonging, compelled this, and 
no other fourme, 

But if ye alſo obiect,that ye endenoar no other courſs 
but ſuch as diners refozmed churches of other countreis 
baue entertained, even the ſame fozme of gouernment, 


92 much like vnto it, which yerequire . Dome Churches 


indeed, and eſpecially thoſe ofparticular townes e places 
tn Germany, oz ſome others perhaps in Fraunce, and 
C 2 clfey 
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'dedſach any Kt knirfoEps +0 
. bed 9-0 
nd2 a TEC es, of. he os wozld, 
mayalterochangotheſams.} 3nd ag-Auguſiine ap: 
RY ned yen ular ge EUTCTET 
teft fro tothe: gouernozg af-tþe bag aetonghy ace 
and placeſhall require, Whatſoouer. are: but circumtan- 
ces, and-things-accidantall,being-not of the.ſubltance of 
faith amv-religion: Withthis-paouizaalwayss, That all 
things be ſquared by the-rales of comelineſſe ando2her. 
Lhett may'wo hane all thoſe comely and-oznerly, degras 
in the Church, as Acchbiſhops , Bilhops, Deanes, and 
lhatfoener other names are contayned vnder the genc- 
rall names of gouernoas andhelpers, in the.building vp 
lr hrs os becauſe the-gonernozs of the.Church 
| agreed, the-Pagiltrgts-þath ſo-commanded, and 
the wo2de of God hath not gayneſayd . Then may a Bie 
. ſhop alone 'make choyle of the Paſtozs, Piniſters, and 
other Church officers within his gouernment,. withoat 
any-elegion 02 appzobation: of the people.. Ahen.may 
there be ne other elderſhips 03 companyes of gouernszs, 
then fuch as by-publike authozity. are appointed, Then 
muſt there be:a-ſuperiozity.of gouernment. among the 
Cleargy; ſinceit was  vſed bythe Apoſtles and Pzimis 
finechurch, Since-(ho whole Church with vs hath ſo 02- 
dered,the Þagiſtrate hath-confirmed, and that it agreth 
with comelynes ando2der. Zhen may gonernozs of the 
y Church; if the Pagiltrate command them, deale.in ſome 
jp Cinill cauſes; aſwell as Gccleſfiallicall affaires. And fg 
of alf other things ina manner, that be in. coutrouerſy, 
as long as nothing is done againG the wozd pzeſcribed. 
* But notwithſtanding allthis, J haue foz ſundzy cau- 
ſes p2occeded further,then evther the neceſlity of the cauſe. 
_— 0z then-af nat ir 7 Eat” 
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NOw tee 7 will whether thet ktnvor 
go» 
uernment which'we haneatthis'day tithe Church 
of England; 'bnver tho-a1oderation: and vitedivn of Bi- 
tops, benotnerer nfo het which he-aponiey etubl 
Hed, after che planting of Churches, ativ'which effi 
Pzimitive Church a Fa rg thy\tyls which 
they woulo haire by Seigniozivs 07 equalls, ativ whether 
the ſame alſo be SIE fo) the fFafeof our 
rn , andri"038 2 tho ediffcation of Chiiltes 
A -oninerſall,then rn hav ag re- 
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ftles (h Euangeliſts, ſo 

| re. Wat aſter-thole were; di 
2a ny 0 fledde , the ſame City began to haus 
Elvers; but. when and haw they were ozdevned, that is 
. notknowne. Aad.that the.greatet yumber of Churches 
were fo2 a fime pany vwghs it a yay 


Apoſtles. an, 4 | muchreſpect 
the time, as unto en. that ſhould bemete-foathe mini- 
Kery of the Church. X92 it was net fa2 the wiſedome of 
, to. put. their bands querbaeety vpon any4 
And lince qyen wergas pat hut yong ſchollers, and now 
ly conuerted\vuto.the; faitþ., ; a time. was to:bee oxpecs 
ted, wherein theirlearning and behaninur of lifemight 
be ſcene, and that a ſurficiency of them, to whomothe go- 
uernment of ths Charcþ ſhould be commiſted,: might-be_ 
knowne, Jn which meane tiune.all things were-o2dered 
ie care 4direction of- the Apoſtles and:Euangeliſts, 
and of them which, they twke-to;be-belpers vnto theni; 
Aad this may the better appere, inthatthe Apoſtisin 
none of his Epiltles,cithertothe Romanes 9o2tethe Co: - 
rinthians, maketh, any -mention-of any Elders in thoſs- 
Churches, .nexther in tho:direcion of his:Gpililes at the 
beginning,no2 in ſaluting of ſo many ſandoy ofhis fritos 
and felow Jabazers by name; jo the end: But if they had. 
then had any Paſtozs p2oper vatoth6;be wonldvavoubs 
tedly.haue giuen ſome token-thereof; as bedidin- the C- 
piltle to the Philippians, juben be virecedhis letters to 
all the, , and to the lpiſhops and. Pimfers there. 
And tothe Coloſsians, when-he witled them to ſpeaks 
butg Archippus, a+ | 


Fo nary conffr- 

4. Chapter tt the Epheſfans. bl 
ip 2s God that the 
number of belevers increaſed, and that nenof compe- 
kent"lcarnitig and knowitdge: "Were forty to take the 
rhargevpoit theii- Elvers Were thenc2veynedin eutry 
congregation, 

Howbeit, wemult hers inake adiſfindion betwene 
Elders oz Paſtozs; foznce the equallity of charge com- 
mitted vntopaſtozs, was not all one,and that ſome wers 
ſet ouer. manychurches,and others bat oner one church a- 
lone.. There is alſo no ſinall difference betwene thoſe 
Which the ſcripturos call by the ſelfefame names of 1Bi- 
{ops and Elvers, But. becauſe this may be better dil- 
cerned by the things themſelnes, then by the names, lef 
vs conſider of thoſe things ſpecially, that the ſame being 
diſkinguiſlhedby pzoper notes rather then by names, we 
may the moze eaſly make a difference between them. - 

The firt-Eivers which the Apolttes and Euangelifts 
o2depned , were thoſe which w2ought kogether with 
then inthe wozke ofthe Lozd, as Iohn, Marke, Titus, 
Luke, Timothy,Demas,Syluanus,and many other mens 
tioned in the Scriptores, And thele were created Pini- 
ſters of the Goſpell by impoſition of hands of the Clver- 
ſhip: Andthe miniſtration which was committed 'vnto 
theſe men,was general, not of one Church only: kp2 they 
were as it wete helpers and aſſiſfants tothe Apoſtles, 
uf as the maltitude of the faithfull and number ofchur- 
ches increaſed.dayly moze and moze, and as meete men 
grew vp to take charge of the miniſtery,y 4poltles the- 
ſelucs and Euangelifts., 03 elſe- thoſe which they had 
taken to be their aydes inthat office,o:deyned Elversfoz 
euery Church, ſuch as ſhould be there reſident, anb not 
depart 


"He Cat: fe wo oY "" 
depart, but as faithfalp aags vnver Mi Fp6Mes;thouto 
watchoner the chr Ar png in thoſe places where 
they were appointed . Foz they were not fo appointed, 
that the whole DOR, kb as committed vnto them, 
-and they fo rake the Charch by their owne anthozitte.as 
"though the care thereof hadbelonged no moze to the A- 
poſtles,and them that had that charge. But where the 2» 
polttes themlelues might not be pzeſcnt af all times,yet 
the places there, thoutd be ſo p2oaided fo2, as tn'their ab- 
ſence no want might be found {ii them, of any thing nc# 
ceffarie , either foz gouernment, dz doctrine. 

And albeit there be but one onely minilterie of the 
Goſpel vnder Chziff, as there was one pziefthode vnder 
Moſes, pet as tn one pziefthod there were dtoers degre&s 
of gouerninent;ſo in one miniſterie of the coſpet,are ſun- 
dzie o:ders of Paſfo2s and Teachers . And we ſe, that 
there be degres of Viniffers of the Goſpelik appointed: 
fir by the Lo2d himſelfe,and afterward by the Apoſtles 
themſelucs: whereas fo'fome was comitted the gottern- 
ment ofall the Churches ofone Citie oz Pzonince , and 
others had the ouerſight but of one Church onely. As Ti- 
mothie and Titus hadthe charge of many Churches ,'as 
Well thoſe which they were already pt in fruft with, as 
thole which they were to hane afferwarde . Which is 
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manifeſt, in that Timothic is warned , that he ſhouldnot , 7;,,; 


haftelp put handes'vpon any: And that be was fozbidden 
fo take an accuſation againſt an Elder,vnder two oz thze& 
Wifnefes, Andthis leades vs, asit were by the hand, fo 
 confeffe, that viider the Apoſtfes,and by fhe Apoſtles the, 
felues,be appointed ſundzie degrees of Elders, ofa ſun- 
d2ie authozitie, which ſhould gonerne the Church with 
them , vnto' whom although the Scripfure gane no dts 
inc and pzoper names, yethath the poſteritie geuen the 
| hover Foz albeit that the ng of Paſtoz and Bithop, 

wers 


ell, vet aftor the Apoltles time, the name 
- was attributev pzoperly tothe flcfozver Koehn s 
nenerthelelſe the Apoſtles and Euangeliftes ; fo 
-long as they liued;hononred with their owne names, be- 
cauſe they were labeurers together with them. But af- 
ter the Apoſtles were called fram this life, that name 
was (eldome 02 neuer attri any other, becanſe 
of a renerence men 9 the POO hrs '- 


That there ought to be no Eldersof the church 
which benot alſo Paſtors. 


D2eoner, I finde indeede that there wore Sidoroie 
the ſeſſions of the pziefts of the old Sinagogue, who 
| were not pziefts: but J nenerreadofany that were in 1 
Chziltian Church, with the Paſtozs of congregations: 
Fo; in the Apoſtles time-and many ages after, there 
- wereno Chziltian Bagiffrates who might conferro and 
- counſell with the Elders of churches about ecclefiaſticail 
- affaires.And thoſe ſeniozs, which wee reade fo haue blu 
toined with the p2iefts of the old law, where magiſtrates 
ofthe Jewes, whomight not iullly be excluded from ths 
- Counſell of thepzeftes; eſpecially-in thols thinges,that 
belonged to the outward regiment of the church, no mo2ze 
then Ch2iltian Pagilkrates can be at this daye,from the 
Sinodes and Connlels of Biſhops. Foz albeit there bs 
- two kindes of gouernment , one of the common weals 
and an other ofthe Church: Pet doe both pzoce ede fron 
sneandthe ſame anthour . That albeit + oorrotioenry 
ners manner, and that the one is from God as he is -cre- 
atoz and moderato; of humane things.andthe other-as he 
is redemer of mankinde, and thateachone-hathhis own 
ende: yet fincethechureh and commonweals is wr 
” 


Speyer nga?  authoz,ſo-hath it reſpect vnto ons 
- andthe ſame finall ende, wherein it reffeth Wheruppon 
{ehappeneth,that theyhaue many things common toges 
ther, which can neuer be well bzought to paſſe, but by the 
- councell and.conſent of both. 

win 48011 fp) rmprme grep rence po 
 hauehereſhewed, Ifinds.none in the Scripture: Aud 

then cannot the gouernment which our men would haue 
by ſuch Elders,be any way lawfull . They that woulde 
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dzawe thoſe wo2ds ofthe Apoſfle (namely, Thoſc Elders .Tim.;.z7 


that labour in the wordeand dodrine , are worthie of 
double honour)to make againlt this that Jhane ſaide, 
- Feeferre them fo Sarauia in bis boke Dediuerſis mini- 
rorum-gradibus, the thirteenth Chapter , where they 
thall ſ& the ſame place no lefſe largely then learnedly ex- 


- But thaf it may be the better diſcerned , whether onr 
- Souernment by Bilhops, aud other degrees of ſuperiozis 
tle among miniſters ofthe Church, be nerer vuto ths 
pzactile and meaning of the Apoſties, then that wherein 
they would bane all Paſtozs and Eivers to be equall any 
of ons degre, let vs ſee if the ozder that wa have of ©u- 
-periozs inthe church be not diuins,andtheother of theirs 
but humans.” 
+ Andhero we willfirſtl@, whether Titus, Timothy, 
- andluch other , which laboured together with the Apo- 
les, and were firſt Biſhops vader them, had their voca- 
tion ozdinarie,oz cxtraozdinarie . Foz if it were extraoz- 
dinarie, then be they not in this popnt examples foz vs: 
But if odinaris , then may onr Biſhops iultly- claime 
. ſaperiozitie from them. There be two kindes of calling, 
one extraozdinarie;as whena man is called by God him 
wes Moyles MdAron, and as pur Apoſtles —_ 


'Ardns familic;; andthe mints; 
a Levis in the olde Teſtament; Andas were: 


Churches,-and when the \werecſtabliſhed;. 
gate themeo be gouerno2s; Among theſgwereTzxus and 
Timothy, John; Marke, and others, Fazthey were not 
called by:anypother meanes,then-any other :Elderg and. 
Wichops; which the Apolties p:eferred to-lamdzie Chur+ 
ches. at iftherciſeted to be. any: pectitiar:ithingincavy 
of them; it muſt not be interpzetedio extraizdinaris:vo-: 
cation; Fo2 the Apoſtics and! Enaugeliftes of Choiſt,. 
were their malters,aud directozs in the —_ 
butions 77 pi htis og ton gta oat WIE, 


Ae e—— OG cos vane 
botio-Ghottep yet were-'thoy farfromithe perfection of 


faith that was in te Apolties anv/Cuangeltfts. Anaine; 
one-Apoltlenoner gaue pzecept dntoanather Apoſile;as: 


Paule did vita Tioothy.and Tirvs; who/in ſuch-wiſeeps 
erciſed:the-Apolniicall office:y/:asi they /did/nothing-of): 
mamwonthent 


them ſelues, but as the Apoſtles had com 


our Choil;andhis'Spirite,Doas bavlanight lap: Tote, 
things which receiurd iframthe Lord;.1.deliuered to. 
you'; But-Timothic muſt fap-with/vs;: Thoſe thinges: 


Paule: 


wedneaneepanitrom bon poltiopnmichsc: HY YE 


ppopnted. perm yapremont 411100 
Snv-theazymarie calling; tsthat;; which ioamne:-by-. 
ub ,acczing total les which Edhat ord 4 


the WiſhdpsandElvets;' which the 4poſfiestoke to be . 
labozers' together 'with they in the firſt:founning. wo 


oo pp ey 


am ms wo awe cw. two cap cm oo. 3A, 
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eee caltogrom Cad wasemtra@ Mary. 20339243664: 
Wheroftye ifthecallingaof Timothy gud Ticus wera 
0zditary;after-themanner:ofather Biſhops and iders, | 
anyv:ithatthey:were alwayes counted and: canled.:25j- 
ſhops, amvwere:obeyed as gouernozs by the @ldersof 
lower begrees: And that the Fatbors ——_— 


| government, 

thoBipetiat andthe ſamecame from hand;to hand vits. 
to vs;:wearemott re; that, our kiudof-gonernment is: 
the:ozdinance-vf:G0d.:qnd that the. other.of. equaliyy of 
Pinilers is but humane, / -. 

- Againe; this willapparomoze playnly;if medohut 
conſider alithe gifts which were in the Apoſtiagand E-: 
uangelifts, that we may knowe what was peculiex vita: 
the Apoſties andtþcir tymes.and.what ſhayla ba com- 


tilt thx end ofthe wozid, Ind the.ieſh;thing to be.congve- 


red:of-mn:the. Apoltlea, tat | 
which was from Podiyw «Dgcat An 
I IRIIENG: 
— Tihirvlp-that:vn;ait thoſe things; belongod vats; 
em—mnene rs had an infallible guide, whieh is the ho» 
ly-Ghoſt, Which put them in mind of all which:they had: 
hoard befoze of the: Lo20.:a00 of all (hings phich; norm: 
neceſſary fox theſainationohman, andetnfi 
Church: Ju ſuch wile; :as thep-eauidnot decline frouths 
—————————— 


Pponching of the wond of Gov; Baps 
tilme, aww-the Supper of the 102d, werenot ginen to 
the:Churthkvz-the Apolties time only, but loz all the a= 
br wrt een ee 


as we hans-inthe © of England, it is very cex- 
'our government hath-God-to bs 
vnta the inſtitution 


db 


at this day bath any power to- 
might they notleaue ta 
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caitePererandPucls: : thats th, ay Jock bs 
 thoxity'thatour Bilhops hate; were hon 


: Ditution I EN ITN 
_-+ Mice it ts certaynethat the Apoſtles yoda nothing 


333) wits 


6, thip hav never tin allowed gre 
conſent.” 


poltles, it werv great marnell that he-Chatehei sbeifg 
Ahoy pre rake hg nei funder 


Cay)being, ft 
por lonypin:eyalnawei dfghy on? ciui 
Dy nero 

rao arryars ry pibt 
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powerpc 2619 
followed the very exampleafths 


anything , who lizedinthe next age after the 
poltles: avidin Cy prian;in his foarth booke. aud ninth 


= many other of th moſt ancient Fa- 


. ' Wherefoze this gonernment ofthe Charch that wi 

 bauevuver the moderation of biſhops, being ſufficientiy 
P2aued, to be the ſame which the Apoſtles, by the. direct- 

on. of thelt maſter e ours; effablithed befoze they depar- 
fed this life: Theſamenodoub,mult of neteſſitie be the 
beſt, generally fo2 all cftatcs , but eſpecially fo2 ſacha 
qyagy Foz fince there is no ſuch difference be- 

| fhe eccleſiaſticall gonernment and therinill, but 
that they bane both one e'the ſame authour: That they 


bane bothreſped to the adugncement of Gads.glozie,+ fo 
CNS vpof the Church: That they 


cancerne a iuffice,o2zder, and comlinesofall things 
this life: That they both tend to the cozrenion camens 
' Fewentof meiis lines: That they both infttuc vntoobe- 

dience anvta peace and: bnitie.in the Church and'com- 
- monWeale:. Zbat they are both p2otected and o2dered 

by one and the ſame Soueraine: And that ſhee mutt 
_ Mfwere foz; both befoze Godat the day ofindgement: 

That both were deliaered af. the firſf to. one and the 
ſame Pagilrate Moſcs,ahd from him to Aron: And that 
both then andener ſince continually, there bath bln acers 


ten p2opo2tion of degrees of government inthe cheieſt 


_ pzduinces of the churchkept A both i” 
nd 


Po 


yo re ry neon that there outaSe 
Lamang perm ganet aptretege kane 
ethic if21cn 393 yogi toy og, 2iogaieg 2H” 


main ner 


grips ofnodie pe perſons, andPerres of Parlement; to vp- 
_— ſcepter and RN CR -hath 


 partictilar go 8; 
| to 0zder and direct ona _ Eccleftaſticalt'lawes, 
 asthe Church hath deuifed , and the-Doneraigne Pagi- 

_ Keats bath:confirmed ? Yea;evenfrom-thegreate®vig- 
Ivo en go Er ns ITY rr 


be obſcuredand hidden with the-glozious: andatittoring 
theweof the publicke. government; as-the Pwno is ob- 
fcuredin the day time by bzightnesof the Sunbeimes: 
andin fo ſtately a.gouernement of:the'Commonweals, 
the baſe andſimple Cate of the Church will be-tefpiſed 
and EET Wherefoze; the 

externall gouermnent ofour Church, cannot be: of any 
other fozme,no; of lefle countenance,inrefpec of. the £0- 
7 pp _ ai ag 


eenment; although there were no pools at all in the 
 Þcriptures;that any ſach like was pzactized by the Apo 
Tien mnthoir time; tners ſufficife toretaine fill the ſame, 
bnlefſe it were directly-repugnant to the wozde of God. 
Fo2 we ſc by dayly experience, what dangers ars like to 
inſue to the whols Common weale,by bzeaking of þ leaft 
cuſtome that hath bin tong vſed., and touchetha publicke 
multitude . And what hall wethinke ofthis, that may 

linings,and maintenance by them? Yea, 
Solothathanoli | cnn ety 9m 


datix and: obedience they will geue them, itis tao well 
knowen by daylie experience ,'Their voices:perhaps, 4a 
tbe pulpet- they: will: (ome times harken fo concerning 
their oules- but the cenfures whichthey pzonodice pab- 
lickely againſt them, wil they ſeldom 02 nener obap,Bea 
mg aaa: 7 mon; an: 


2.Tim,3 


02 rrp pre mms Vit 
laying bp-in ſfoze fo; their familes ; and faztheir other _ 


pziat vies: RIS -CHORTRU, 20N3GgHR3OR ad! aulifiots):! 5 
4 AlGthofirvingtroininganw bztnging vp of poſer 
'tnacinitland decent 


ders hab altwapiva chin vichlycommennen inthe 

SHy | Aw thisi6;; : 5 
ny ry protmrngcmphy peep 
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&' _"AReconciliaionofalt 

"Thi kind vf gouermnent that" we now hane, was f 

tiight by all the igovly learned Fathers 
tbe thence vatoithat-of the Apoſtles, and the beſ 
and fitteU-fvz the Tate of this Realme ::andthat there 
was avthing *therein 'repugnant to the Scriptures : 
What ſhame'and diſcredit would" it now be: fo2 our 
Church; what diſhons>-to the Kingdome, nap, whabs | 
blowe would be ginen totdefamevsfthistrac Religion, 
if thoſe which be our aduerfaries,'enimies to the fruth, 
ſhould ee: vs fo varſable'and'inconftant; that after we #4 
bane continued: one antd-the ſame gouernment' of the 
Chatch avoue fozty peares,' (faninjx the intermiſſion of 
flue poares) we ſhould now at the ttngtb, as though we 
havdone'nll things but raſhly at the firſt; /and not bin 
Well aduiſed ever nre; change the whole fo:me of go- 
nernment-; which we bane ſo long fogether with the 
right Religion it ſetfe;cofended with thebovies and lines 
of {0 canpafourpreperentpsrymayatagectien 

of Antiehziff2 1 © [7 11 

CV Sacks offences being ſhewed, the chicfe 
matters inqueſtion examined,'/the greateſt rea- 
ſons on the-contrary part refelled, and the gonernment 
on'our: why: Gould notthe perſons diſron- 
tent, withaquietandfafeconſcience, be obedient vaty 
thepzelentgouernmentofthe Church of England? why 
Houtd not- God be therein faithfully.and ſincerely woz- 
Hipped, 'awy- pet:the Magiltrate :trulp and dutifuily o- 
beyedx ©z why houldthediference of externalithings, 
| betweene:anp-dp-all:the Churches of Chziftendome, de- 
F uide thoſe perſons _ are revones in all the poynts of 
£ - ar 


Pany 


- -WPany.no doubt in! the:br if theſe 
ies, were RNs eats token oponſaef God, and 
to b:ingallt touching outward government, to 
he done 8s they thought) accoading tothe rules of Gods 
wozd; as alb matters in Religion which concerned faith, 
were befoze-amended- and refozmmed by the ſame. And 
whereas a few particuler places, ans townes in Germa- 
ny, which were the fir refozmers of Religion (who(s 
commanweales. were nothing like to our Kingdome ; 
in largeneſle ofdominion, no; indegreesof cau- 
ling, noz in compuriſonof ciuill gouernment,) had deut- 
ſed this fozme of; gouerning Churches by a company of 
Elders, both becauſe that fozme might in ſome-(ozt bs 
2owded vnder Þþ wozd, 4 be alſo.connenient enough fo; 
thoſe ſmall Churches, 'and foz that they would lay-houtd 
on ſuch a kind, as might ſeme-to be fartheſt from that 
which the Komilh Pope exerciſeth. Dur men in like mas 
ner,without putting difference betwe&ne place and place, 
oz conſidering befoze hand, how many ſfozmes would 
ariſe, .befoze ſuch-a new gouernment might be bzought 
intothe Church,elpecially without a willing inclination 
therevnto, both of her Paieſty, and ofthe whole aſſent 
of.all the States in Parliament, attempfed by all the 
meanes they could, fo: bzing this to-paſſe. 2But-J truſt 
that they: perceyuing by this tyme how vnneceſſary the 
queſtion is, and how vnpoſſible the thing is tobe effec- 
ted, they. will reuoke their fozmer indgements, and bs 
obedient unto that gouernment which is already effabli- 


- ...Againe, the confounding-and mingling of the names 
of Elder and Biſhop, which at the firt times were indifs 
ferently vled, did perhaps no lefſe deceyue themnow, 
then it did. Acrius in times palſl, and co to thinke, that a 
Biſhop and Elder were all one by the Lo2ds appoint- 
Fo ment 
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| hon him.a8a Father, >\Andlo inthe fo inthe Ratheom con tha 
To: what prepaſonegirian onal Biben. -that hee 
my. GL phys Jeſſehre had 


was a oF 19/243 1 79679 94123 | 
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were alſo Pinilters of the wozd and-Dacraments; and 
werealwayes directed and ruled by-others-namely, by 
—_— themſelues.0z by-Titus a2: Jimonhyyopfuch 
"like Biſhops. And perhaps they weretbe:ſoner leat'vn- 
tothis opinion, becauſe of the gouernment which mas 
exerciſed in Jeruſalem at the firſt;by all the Apoſties and 
Diſciples of Chzift. And this alfomight peceiue lerome, 
who ſayd, that the gouernmet-which fir of all was aove 
by comman conſent of Glders; was-afferward:bywocca- 
ſion of &hilme that:aroſs:intbe Chorch,crauſterred to 
Biſhops: alone by/a- generall-decree uer albthe-wozld, 
- Powbeit, all this houlTnathing at allmonethem tobe 
6 the: gonernineut:by anElderſhip: Fo2 thoſe 


Tlvers 


e, cannot be 
mpt of gonernmns by fc 
aſter, diſpering thomſeines a- 


P3onirces/ and Kingdomes 
ES heedivia pate oturyerfin, 
por lr mn wma me alliftants and fellow labourers 


bzedd-ablementoſacs 


PEE Fear 
_ withlincere indgementsboth the ſcope'of , 
' rig,ondthe pzartiſe of thenert ages that enſqed ; Which 
- verpthings wouldeaſilie diſcideall 


44 


- Led nefther p2obabilities, 1102 1102 poſſibilities 
..minded 0 fetled opinion, :but let gither tbe 
Repo feture, which I hous partiv belogs e- 
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miiltitudeof Chailtians incrifev'dajly! moze' gndind:!6 
in many placesof the wozlde; anv/when men of riper 
knowledge were ſpzonx/bp;to talte:ſuch charge 4 at 
thatthe apolties might: neithee taxtpinoneplice, 'ndz 

_ ecaloyiliteallplaces dothep deſired; Thenthey created 
Biſhops toexecute their offite;/ſachasTitis'and Timo- 
chic, by the ſame inftitution wherby tbe Lozd hav befoze 
o2dtynedElvers-.-Anvtheſe hay government: pzelcribev 
them afterthat Churches wereptanted, wherofws has 
1.Tim.; affaſſuredfeſtimonie; Bat of thegouernment byan El- 
15.820 derſhip therets nothing certaing,, neither itt-the Scrip- 
tires thamſelues,no2 in.amy of the auncienthiſtogies; v3 
monument#of the Fathers.'F6zthenecelfitie of the fir 
rene ng pzactile of the neon 
5 - 

warde (*when the Chatch' was ſpzeav and increaſed in 
ſind2yPzoginces and Kingvomes ) "malt be renhtidev. 
Fo} tho frltkinve by Elders; was buf of neceſitie and 
foxwthnb-ar fome places, till otherittieanes.werefounves 
Biit thotalk; Whith was doneby Vitzjoppes;! was thvze 
certaine' +0938 Wſuce 6 2 mv ys like't6be pers 


" How therfore lince this kinte government by:Bf- 

is fdund'to'be the vecte:ozdinamceofCh)ift;the 
p2zacileofthe Apolties while they liued,and the confant 
o2der of the vniuerſali Chureh; befoze that'Antich2it a- 
buledthe ſame, what obiectioncanthere be made againſt 
ce moms cali thryege:whatceropture dfeon(cizce 


cant 


thoſe thioges which 8rs poder rten rob pon talth; 
Fullandiull Newarnes of God; detthole thingea rote 
cared, butict notthe inſte-gouernement}, whoſe authonr 
is Chzilte andthe.Apolites, and Whoſe p;otectoz! is tht 
1awfultand Godly » bee blamed .-Let the 
faulte be laide whereit is founde, batlet not the Loades 
Werethere.ſomany learned; ſomany excelient.;/and f 
many godly men inthe daiesofour fozerathers, inevery 
age ſinc> Ch2iffe,of whome we call ſome fathers', ſome 
fainfes , ſome Bleſſed, ſome righteous , and ſome we 
reuerence.fo2 their Religion and learninge beyonde the 
coinmon (ozte of all men, becauſe they founde fault with 
the great abuſes, that were crept infothe Chiirch con- 
cerning religion: And yet ſo few 02 noneof them would 
Kinde fault with the fozme of gouernment by Biſhops, 
yo2. caule it backe to the Apoſtles inſtitution bya fello- 
thipofEivers , if that goyernment hade bin lefte'by the 
Apoltles; asa pattern vntoall ages? Af we will geue 
any credite atall to Euſebius, oz any other ancifthiſtozp 
af the Chutcb, we mult truly confeſſe, that there were 
immevdſatlie.and ſucceſiuely from the Apoſtles, not only 
great biſhops of gauernment,bat alſo great Archbiſhops 
and metropolifans of many pzduinces, euen in the firſke 
eſtabliſhment of the Church, befoze that great Babilon, 
which.is Rome, had dcunck of the poyſoned cup of foz- 
- nication; and when thee was a pure vicgin inthe boule 
af ©0d,” 
- But were there ſo many Godly fathers in eerie of 
thoſe ages, as luſtin the marty2 , Ireneus the diſciple of 


da bane faatths Dyoniſius, Cyprian, Ept- 
Dd 2 pha- 


ceo compteoitpms mp amp vorpatin trol 


them ?: 

;1:2Butit may bo ( perhaps)chatthey will ſay that this 
laperiozitie of gouernment'by Bilhops , is not the onely 
andchiefe matter that troubleththeir mintes: And thaC 
they conld be content to ſubmitte themſelues vio this,fo 
that all thinges elſe about the ſacramentall ceremonies 
andſeruicesof þ church,were acco2ding to their niindes. 
zzut'ifthelethinges be: any fpeciall grudge'to their con- 
-ſcience; why did thep not cheiflp,andcontinuaily bende at 
their endewonrs vnto this vnely , by laboaring tb ſhewe 
ont of the wozdeof God, which , + what of all thefe were 
-not rightly commaunded,and allowed by piibticke atiths- 
-ritie? Dz why hane they lo long intermitted the dealing 
-n this,and bended all their fo2ce forate dntall þ whole 
gonernment,and fo2me thereof And whydivtheynotras 
ther (&ke to repaire the battlements of Jeruſalem; then 
to vadermine the whole eayerevenge >a walles,toree- 
dills the lame after anewe fathione : by PICS] 

"But Jbeſech God that they navy pu theTength 
perceive, that they'which in the p2ime bf their youth, 
. 'were.not able toftirre the leaff toneof this building, 
; Np ——_ it IO them now; inthe decayed 
5; age 


ther, and by yn bonme ry Warr nnes wwe 
new innentiongfourgione; we deliroy andrentinfun- 
Feribe Ghrhant euawgetion ob ChKRec a\ntco zuaE 


glwne « 
thenany other Chaigian Nationintts wazta, ſhoutdtry 
the- ty «6 ens on by:paocuring theanghour 
and diſcozdz{0 :wſinite thame 


8nd. dileredit t0-0vr ſelues; ſuch: ſelanver aud:rep;och to 
the trus-Keligion, and; ſuch vaſpeakable iaſfe and hinds- 
rance to the:wbels Chitech ofCþ2zift; Pow-wilfullywotve 
- deface-tbe glo2y of Gbþ2ilt?; how bnpureiydo-we handle. 
{he-1wozd: of: Gov, that ought to'be a ſwazh tatjnive the 
pop FRY yat the (aithbuil qnafroys 
an 7 
- What if all the Nations and Bingdomes of the woztd 
had receined the Goſpell.;andthat the Churches ofenery 
Nation and: Commen-weals/agre@d together-in all the 
.mattersconcerning; faith e ſaluation, but /differed-enery 
one in the outwardfo2me- of. gonernment, ſhould they all 
| theroſozacantend end 7 with CEIIED 
- #53 d 3 


all Cabiec to-the anderous ptr 1 tear 
nerſgnt&,@mnetiines vader perſecution:of one and the 
alltefozed againe to'one andthe ſame 
Ooſpelt,and'ail hen withone willingand whole-conſent, 
Teceintngmoand the ſame fo:me of dilcipline,quided.aud 
dicetedho-dBithops and Teceflaſticall gonerno2sjacco;- 
Pen Wins he PS 0 RA a- 


Humanyothers 2Nay, bow much tefſe ſhouldany patuat 
-perforo; perſons, 'within-any &ach\ Church, take vpoin 
tem ts refq2ime ſucha Charchgonernment,. __ 
wenn tear comelpnesanv'ozder,and 

Shall there be a = 


ok repugnant:WEthe Dcriptures? 
-tuail ſociatp and agrament as fouching gouernment, be- 
Sivemy-alt the Piniſters-of endhy-particuiler- refozmed 
all the yarts/of Cheiflendome, 


- TING, and ſhall only our bethen of the Church 
England, Bite and deuoure ore another; and:ſo be 
Gala Fry exe ſarrve ec Why.thould the diuerlitie 
.of gouernnient in the Church thus-iritangle any of'your 

'minds, and put pou fromthe fiberty-wherewith Chaiſ 

| hath made you free? FozJallure yoa,that as Paule ſhews 
Galats, 6d to the Me Twi in-Chrift Icſus neyther Ciry 


Cuinct- 


Ll 


and Commonweale pagepeferivn, tnrrdatetpenon'hs 
berychildzenof God. Od wid nf adds 
©. UWherefoze-Hould wo thew bs mvgo endinics'to'dur 
owne ſeltes;then £ ned'Chinchesofothernations 
be 2103 whyſhonld we moze millike of þ/p;eſentgouerns' 
. ment ſhat ws bane, then anyothers:dv:2 Panyof then: 
bated daily domezd andimdzeatiowbtheo:derofour: 
government; itheegriazarotir Pinifery; the hunozabie 
names and: tiflegiof our Cleargy;: aw the dightittes and 
poſſeans which they enioy; becauſotheſameisagreabls , _. 
fozpur.Kingdome,and hath no further reſpec but too2der 
and.comelynesnche:Churrhy and-vnto the wnties which 
bejong-onecfoanother;'dging ino partof the iinwardand 
pirityailgogermnft. ofthe wale. Only ſome ofour vwng 
lues-are-carryed-with-a further concelt andmiſlike: of 
theſe; things which all othergallow,;/and whichthe wozy 


of; (Ogd-it felfe- hath leſt-free and indifferent vunto caery; 
Chailfian @mmon-weale,! 3\ that: holy;Kpnitle of oiurs 


wew-now aliue, and-ſawe the folih'and; 
queſtions-that dayly: ariſe. among vs £03 matters of ng Galat.+ 

moment, would henot feare that bo; hath beſtowed bpon. = - - 
| bsþislahpurin-yalne?:Woutd be: ntſay as ho did toths 
-printivas, Thatfoz aththelongtinethatwe hanebeaty 
the Goſpellpzeachedfaithfully andfinceretyamongſt vs; 1,Cor.z 
be mult ſpeake vat ſome of/vs as 'vntocarnalimen-not 

vinſs ſpirifuallzas vntobabes andchildzen in Ch:il;/'that 


mult 


þqdyrereyig Cthen, whomsh 

the builders in his Church's 6 

"law mate hte. 

tempozary,andbeggertythings;am 

tceaſuresof the ſoute: Which ars the ronifo;t of Govs hea- 
yenly wede ;thetrue anvperfenſeruiceof ov, the wins 
ning of ſonies;vnfothe Golpeli of Choitt;' unde; 
peace, and quiietnesofthe Church? What'is this; buf'ro 
make a Religion ofeuerp outward fhing,'andto be lead 

©cl.z a; Withthe Coloſsians and papifts by traditions! as,Touch 

© * nor; taſte not,handle nor, as 'thoughthat our whole ſal- 
mation reſted vporthis v2 that moet mm rmtC hy aid: 
nr ep ane oro 


ence towards 'Gdv, attd thoſe thatbe 
bw hue) fb Gary ben9h ag ET 
of confciente,foobeyandbeſiblec 


bes incaſe an 

the p:efent xjanernmeiit of the Chirch;betigafozme 
ek conqenient foz the ſame; which'hath bir veniſed by 
all tho motf:govly ad tearned Paſtozs of this Realine, 
ke rnforeibong confirmed by all the'States'in Parlia- 
rent , appzoued and' commended the molten 
pe fr ſpace of ſo'maity yeares.” ET make ef ronfelerice 

of pzonokiigg' Gov 'buto wyeath,” difobe 
FEES that are' p2onidey."Paily-atoxleſtiire 
of 


vfpilpleaſint Mi our natu om care R ard; 
£ V2: a pop liberfie alia Gol 
e and; 


arde of Iaſi | 
L. noe a. y bios ir plrg 24 
en , Who, by. the long 

things, bane bane carried 


rrednk and (ones 


nally,makea Ice cedf nb 


; pra roewings Commotiweale , ſince this hozrible g- 
© namitieigthe.c = 0; ipall meanes that the ve- 
will. bath fo ougz the huildiag of Ch2iffes Churth: 


and that. nothing dveth moze diſappoint bimof bis pur- 

_ pole, then conco2dand vintie among the bzethzen. 

. And Jamthemoz8erneft fo perſwade a reconciliafi- 
an betwene allthe. Paſſoz8 ofour Church ; becauſe J ſ&- - -- ih 

. .it is the chiefe andina manner only. cauſe that letteth . mn 

the. building,vp af. Gods ſanctuarie , Andthe-matfers 

- which Pauls handled moſt erneſtly in his epiſfles both to 

+. hg Romans, Corinthians, Galathians, and el(p'where, 

., labauring to reconcile thei vato peace.and viitie , with 

.. gs erneſtandexcellent. perſwations, as the wit of man 

© foulde. deuiſe...And he ſa abhozred thaſe. kinde of ten 

 Wnbich. were the cauſe of viſſention,as he beſought the 

Romans ,.tomarke ſuch as cauſed deuiſton among theta ****'5 

and.to auoide them. by all meanes, Andin another place : 

be nateth.thoſe.men bythis token, That they make que- 

ſtions. and, ſtrife, about mozdes which batug nd. pzoffit 

but to the diſtroving of the bearers, andto the Galathias 2 tar im.2 14 

be withedgf God, that thoſe which.troubled them might Gals 

be cut of from. among themz.as thangh they, were the 
- whole cauſes that hindered the p2oceding of the Goſpell . 

Yolwbeic —_ not lo EY the bzetherns _ 

c 4s 


d:awe the people any longer by w2ighting and teaching, 
from the-obedience of the lawfuil gouernment of. the 
Church, effabliſhed, Andeither altogether by one genes 
. rallconſent., 02 elſe particularly eacheone bybim (elfe , 
make anhumbleand perfect ſubmiſſion, :wþhereby they 
 maydeclare that theyhaue bin deceautd andare penitent 
fozthat which they baue committed. Foz if thoy baue he- 
therta labozed(ſo mightely in theſe thinges , foz the verie 
zeale that they beare vuto. the houſe of God,.and uotof 
enuy vnfootbers,02 oſtenfaciqn of their owne learning: 
-ThenJ anCre(ifthep be the childzenof God)they will 

nat refale any condicion> fo2 the Churches lake, ſo they 
ey Wn nr I Wbhich by their 
fault bane bin p2ocured : Eſpecially ;- when they/ſ@:n 
their 9wne conſcience, that all the foundations wherenp- 
on thep buylded aan 
groundes: The Scriptures indeede they grounded vpon, 
as all others baue ever done,that founyed any new opt- 
. nions- But the-Scriptures are pzoucd to hane another 
ne thenthey ſuppoſed. Fathers andcouncels alſo they 
CEC; butin ag cot 


pts vel raiabiiheds {honlde be alce- 
"ted d, long as the faithof Chai, and his true religion, 
ts truely p;oſeſled. 
. .. But in verie dede neither were, noz pet are theſe 
 ffrangers wel ablefo wdge what is beft to be done in the 
. fozmeofour gouernment of the church, vnleſſe either ths 
Ccriptareshad pzeſcribed a perfect fozme- of gonernment 


fo2 all Churches ,'to be obſerued foz ever * Dz elſe that 


- thoſe men had bin thzoughly acquainted with the fate'of 

our countrie, as were Peter Marter, Bucer , andothers, 

- Wwhoalwayes indgedreagerently ofthis government and 
agreed with vs in the ſame. 

And what ſhall J ſay moze. Fo2 if the ſcriptures tem 
ſelues, which they bane: taken to be theirs; are faulen 
from them vnto vs, how hardly witl any reaſon grown- 

. ded bpon-them , nay how vnpoſſible can awy arguinent 
grounded- bpon mans 'owne conceipt, take plare fo2 the 
\p2ofe of their aſſertio. But J truſt that fomanyasHane 
N0t(3lap)ginen cut? ihileines vuts an obfiinacrs mind, 
doo reft them ſelues fatiffied by'this time, withiinhan- 
Cweres-as hane bene heretofoze- made by many ercel- 
lentmen foz the ſatiſfaction of _ —_— 


